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Adult Education 
• The Florida Department of Education is committed 

to improving, expanding and creating adult 
education programs that include adult education 
career pathways and transitioning opportunities to 
postsecondary programs 
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Increase the number and percentage of adult education 
students who enter postsecondary education  

Of the 6%, 49% do not 
have high school 

credentials 

By the end of this decade, two out of three 
job openings will require some postsecondary 
education or credential 
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Postsecondary Statewide District Career and 
Adult Education Headcount by Program Area 

 

Source: FLDOE data, 2013-14. 7 
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Career Pathway with Adult Education and 
CTE Program Enrollment 

BRIDGE 
PROGRAMS 

ESOL Adult Basic Education 

CAREER LADDER 
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Average Annualized Earnings for 2011-12 
Postsecondary Completers with Full-Time 

Employment in Fall 2012 
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Annualized 
Initial Earnings 

Number of 
Completers in 

Cohort 

Average Salary for 
High School 
Graduates 

Value Added of 
Credential 

Cumulative Value 
Added 

Standard High School 
Diploma 

$21,992 107,047 $0 - -

District Postsecondary 
CTE

$29,276 26,240 $21,992 $7,284 $191,132,160 

District Apprenticeship $40,305 3,496 $21,992 $18,313 $64,022,248 
FCS Apprenticeship $40,767 329 $21,992 $18,775 $6,176,975 
FCS Postsecondary Adult 
Vocational 

$35,076 8,119 $21,992 $13,084 $106,228,996 

FCS Postsecondary 
Vocational 

$34,364 9,123 $21,992 $12,372 $112,869,756 

FCS Associate in Science $43,636 10,852 $21,992 $21,644 $234,880,688 
FCS Associate in Applied 
Science 

$39,024 1,882 $21,992 $17,032 $32,054,224 

FCS Associate in Arts $33,348 55,138 $21,992 $11,356 $626,147,128 
FCS Bachelors $45,740 3,366 $21,992 $23,748 $79,935,768 

$1,453,447,943 

Fulltime Average Initial Earnings of 2011-12 Postsecondary CTE Completers

Total Return 
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Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA)  
 • Adult Education in Florida has operated under the    

Workforce Investment since 1999-2000. In July 2014, 
President Obama signed the Workforce Innovation and 
Opportunity Act (WIOA), which supersedes the Workforce 
Investment Act of 1998 and amends the Adult Education 
and Family Literacy Act. The transition year will be 2015-
2016.  The draft regulations will be released this spring.  

• WIOA promotes transitions from adult education to 
postsecondary programs and training through the career 
pathways system.  
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Ability to Benefit 
• Definition of an Ability-To-Benefit Student  

A student who is beyond the age of compulsory education, lacks a high 
school diploma or its equivalent, and has the ability to benefit from the 
education or training offered at an institution. 

• Ability to Benefit available to students who enroll in a career 
pathways program 

• The Career Pathways Program: 
• Concurrently enrolls in connected adult education and 

eligible postsecondary programs. 
• Aligned with the education and skill needs of the regional 

economy 
• provides counseling and supportive services to identify and 

attain academic and career goals 
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WIOA and the 2015-2016 AGE Grant 
Process 

• Changes in the Adult General Education Grant Application for 2015-
2016.  
 Once the regulations are available, we will schedule series of 

meetings regarding WIOA seeking public input on the state 
unified plan.  

 The Act contains changes that effect how states will compete 
funds to local adult education agencies.  

 The definition of “eligible provider” increases the importance of 
all eligible applicants having “demonstrated effectiveness” in 
providing adult education and literacy services.  

 The list of eligible providers under WIA was a definitive list of 
providers who could apply for funds. WIOA contains provisions 
that make any organization of “demonstrated effectiveness” 
eligible to apply for funds. 
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New Funding Opportunities  
• Request for Proposals for Building and 

Implementing Bridge Programs and/or Education 
and Training Programs will be released this spring 

• Competitive process 
• Tentative plans – 10 grants to be awarded in the amount 

of $25,000 each 
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