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• If you have a question, please type it into the Q&A option.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Attendee microphones will be muted.  You will be in listen only mode. 
• Today’s presentation is being recorded. It will be archived and 

available on the IPDAE website within 48 hours. 
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Objectives 

In this session, we will explore: 
•  Identifying the CASAS  
   Listening Item Types (Tasks  
   Areas) 
•  Identifying the correlation    
   between curriculum,  
   instruction,  and assessment 
•  Creating listening strategies  
   using the CASAS item types 
•  Available Resources 
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Listening is an active process of 
selecting and interpreting information. 

 
-Rubin, 1995 
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We spend ____of our time listening but 
retain only ___ of what we hear. 
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We spend 60% of our time listening but 
retain only 25% of what we hear. 

 
 

 
Reference: Julian Treasure, 2013. Retrieved online on May 6, 2013 from 
http://www.imdrt.org/mentoring/2013_Treasure.pdf 
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Why Learners Perform Poorly in a Foreign 
Language 
 

•  Listening is seen as a passive learning 
•  Teachers assume students know how to listen 
•  Listening is reduce to a “listen and repeat” 
•  Listening is a complex process 
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Types of Listening 
 

•  Informational 
•  Critical 
•  Empathetic 
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Three Minutes of Silence 
     To re-calibrate 
 
The Mixer 
     Listening tactic to    
    identify the sounds in  
    the mix. 
https://city.ambient-mixer.com/victorian-london 

Savoring 
      Enjoy mundane sounds. 
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5 Ways to Listen Better 
Listening Positions 
     Active, passive, critical,  
    empathetic 
 
RASA * 
- Receive (attention) 

- Appreciate (understanding) 

- Summarize (paraphrase) 

- Ask (clarification) 

  *5 Ways to Listen Better, Julian Treasure, TED Talk . 2014 
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The RASA Listening Technique 



Bottom-Up 
• Listeners use their 

knowledge of words, 
syntax and grammar to 
comprehend * 
 

• Focus is on individual 
vocabulary 
 

• Great amount of 
conscious attention 

* Rubin, 1994. 
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Two Types of Listening Process 
Top-Down 
• Listeners use their 

knowledge of the world 
     (funds of knowledge) to  
     interpret information 
 
• Emphasize the gist of 

the conversation  
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

  



• Predicting 
 
• Guessing words from context 
 
• Scanning and skimming 

 
• Read sentences, ask students to write down words 
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Bottom-Up Instructional Strategies 

 



• Sentence Strips (ask students to listen to a partner 
and try to put sentences in sequence of events) 
 

• Listen to conversation to identify where they take 
place (restaurant, hospital, etc.) 
 

• Read passage/topic, ask students to make 
inferences about the relationship of people involved 
in the passage. 
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Top-Down Instructional Strategies 

 



Weather Forecast 
• Introduce Vocabulary 
     sunny, sunshine, cloudy, partly cloudy, rain, thunder, 
     snow, warm, chilly 
 
• Play a Local Weather forecast 
 
• Questions 
     What is the weather forecast? 
     How much rain is expected on Thursday? 
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Another Listening Activity 

 



 
• The 980 Series tests are slightly longer to improve 

content coverage 
 
• It is based on the CASAS Competencies and 

Listening Content Standards 
 

• As of July 1,2016, LCPs are awarded based on 
Listening or Reading 
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Listening…Now More Than Ever! 

 



 
• CASAS Listening Practice Sample Test Items 

 
• Encourage students to use CASAS site 
 
•   Students can also be scheduled to take a  
    practice test if you are using etests online 
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CASAS Resources 
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980 Listening Test Series Score Ranges 
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980 Listening Series Test Forms 

 



 
Can you guess how many we have? 
 
 
Can you name one? 
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CASAS Listening Test Item Types 

 



Test item types are simply the format in which a 
question is presented to the student on the test. 
 

1. Picture prompt 
2. Comprehension question 
3. Predict next line of dialogue 
4. Identify true statement based on the prompt 

(which is correct?) 
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CASAS Listening Test Item Types 
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980 Listening Series Test Forms Comparison 
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980 Listening Series Test Forms Level A 
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980 Listening Series Test Forms Level B 
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980 Listening Series Test Forms Level C 

 



Let us take a closer look in 
identifying the test item types 
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Scenarios 
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What Listening Test Item Type (format)? 
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What Listening Test Item Type (format)? 
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What Listening Test Item Type (format)? 
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What Listening Test Item Type (format)? 
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What Listening Test Item Type (format)? 
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What Students See 

 



 
The CASAS Next Assigned Test is an excellent report 
to identify the next test.   
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CASAS Reports 
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My Learning Plan 
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Other Resources to Practice Listening 
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Resources 

floridaipdae.org 

Please make sure to 
check all the available 
IPDAE resources and 
webinars , as well as 
upcoming 
events/materials. 
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Your Feedback Counts! 
 

Let us know your thoughts/input.  
 
 



Resources 
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“The best professional development is 
ongoing, experiential, collaborative, and 
connected to and derived from working with 
students.” 

Edutopia 2014 

Always here to assist! 
 
The IPDAE Team 
 

www.floridaipdae.org 
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