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Prefixes  

A prefix is placed at the beginning of a word to modify or change its meaning. This is a list of the most 
common prefixes in English, together with their basic meaning and some examples. You can find more 
detail or precision for each prefix in any good dictionary. The origins of words are extremely complicated. 
You should use this list as a guide only, to help you understand possible meanings. But be very careful, 
because often what appears to be a prefix is not a prefix at all. Note also that this list does not include 
elements like "auto-" or " bio-", because these are "combining forms", not prefixes. 

Prefix Meaning Examples 

a- also an- not, without atheist, anemic 

a- 

to, towards aside, aback 

in the process of, in a 
particular state 

a-hunting, aglow 

a- 

of anew 

completely abashed 

ab- also abs- away, from abdicate, abstract 

ad- 
also a-, ac-, af-, 
ag- al-, an-, ap-, 
at- as-, at- 

movement to, change 
into, addition or increase 

advance, adulterate, adjunct, ascend, affiliate, 
affirm, aggravate, alleviate, annotate, apprehend, 
arrive, assemble, attend 

ante- before, preceding antecedent, ante-room 

anti- also ant- 
opposing, against, the 
opposite 

anti-aircraft, antibiotic, anticlimax, Antarctic 

be- 

all over, all around bespatter, beset 

completely bewitch, bemuse 

having, covered with bejeweled 

affect with (added to 
nouns) 

befog 

cause to be (added to 
adjectives) 

becalm 

com- 
also co-, col-, 
con-, cor- 

with, jointly, completely combat, codriver, collude, confide, corrode 

contra- against, opposite contraceptive 

counter- 
opposition, opposite 
direction 

counter-attack, counteract 
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de- 

down, away descend, despair, depend, deduct 

completely denude, denigrate 

removal, reversal de-ice, decamp 

dia- also di- through, across diagonal 

dis- also di- 
negation, removal, 
expulsion 

disadvantage, dismount, disbud, disbar 

en- also em- 

put into or on engulf, enmesh 

bring into the condition 
of 

enlighten, embitter 

intensification entangle, enrage 

ex- also e-, ef- 

out exit, exclude, expand 

upward exalt, extol 

completely excruciate, exasperate 

previous ex-wife 

extra- outside, beyond extracurricular 

hemi- half hemisphere 

hyper- 
beyond, more than, 
more than normal 

hypersonic, hyperactive 

hypo- under hypodermic, hypothermia 

in- 

also il-, im- not, without infertile, inappropriate, impossible 

also il-, im-, ir- in, into, towards, inside influence, influx, imbibe 

infra- below infrared, infrastructure 

inter- between, among interact, interchange 

intra- inside, within intramural, intravenous 

non- absence, negation non-smoker, non-alcoholic 

ob- also oc-, of-, op- 
blocking, against, 
concealing 

obstruct, occult, offend, oppose 

out- 
surpassing, exceeding outperform 

external, away from outbuilding, outboard 
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over- 

excessively, completely overconfident, overburdened, overjoyed 

upper, outer, over, 
above 

overcoat, overcast 

peri- round, about perimeter 

post- after in time or order postpone 

pre- 
before in time, place, 
order or importance 

pre-adolescent, prelude, precondition 

pro- 

favoring, in support of pro-African 

acting for proconsul 

motion forwards or away propulsion 

before in time, place or 
order 

prologue 

re- again repaint, reappraise, reawake 

semi- half, partly semicircle, semi-conscious 

sub- 
also suc-, suf-, 
sug-, sup-, sur-, 
sus- 

at a lower position submarine, subsoil 

lower in rank sub-lieutenant 

nearly, approximately sub-tropical 

syn- also sym- in union, acting together synchronize, symmetry 

trans- 

across, beyond transnational, transatlantic 

into a different state translate 

ultra- 

beyond ultraviolet, ultrasonic 

extreme ultramicroscopic 

un- 

not unacceptable, unreal, unhappy, unmanned 

reversal or cancellation 
of action or state 

unplug, unmask 

under- 

beneath, below underarm, undercarriage 

lower in rank undersecretary 

not enough underdeveloped 
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Noun, Verb, and Adjective Suffixes 

Noun Suffixes 

Suffix Meaning Example 

-acy state or quality privacy 

-al act or process of refusal 

-ance, -ence state or quality of maintenance, eminence 

-dom place or state of being freedom, kingdom 

-er, -or one who trainer, protector 

-ism doctrine, belief communism 

-ist one who chemist 

-ity, -ty quality of veracity 

-ment condition of argument 

-ness state of being heaviness 

-ship position held fellowship 

-sion, -tion state of being concession, transition 

Verb Suffixes 

-ate become eradicate 

-en become enlighten 

-ify, -fy make or become terrify 

-ize, -ise become civilize 

Adjective Suffixes 

-able, -ible capable of being edible, presentable 

-al pertaining to regional 

-esque reminiscent of picturesque 

-ful notable for fanciful 

-ic, -ical pertaining to musical, mythic 

-ious, -ous characterized by nutritious, portentous 

-ish having the quality of fiendish 

-ive having the nature of creative 

-less without endless 

-y characterized by sleazy 
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Meaning Skills – Vocabulary 

LINCS Assessment Strategies and Reading Profiles https://lincs.ed.gov/readingprofiles/ 

 

Knowing the meanings of the words used in a text is fundamental to comprehension. The more Word 

Meanings readers know, the better they will be able to understand text that they can decode. 

 
W O R D  M E A N I N G  ( VO C A B U L AR Y)  A C R O S S  N R S  L E V E L S  

Reading material written at the 0-4 GE contains vocabulary and concepts that are familiar—similar to 

everyday spoken language. Most adult learners have little difficulty with this level of basic vocabulary. 

 

Non-native Speakers of English (NNSE), however, may not know the meanings of some words in 0-4 

reading material, especially "close-to-home words" such as skillet, attic, or window pane; the 

names of common animals; words for domestic activities like knitting, etc. Because they learned 

English as adults, primarily through ESL classes and in the workplace, they never had the need to 

acquire this vocabulary. When at home with their families, they often talk about these subjects in their 

native language. 

 

ABE and ASE learners' Word Meaning (vocabulary) knowledge averages approximately GE 7 for native 

speakers and GE 6 for Non-native Speakers of English, levels of vocabulary that severely impair the 

comprehension of texts at the GED level and above. 

 

Both native speakers of English as well as NNSE may know a few words that are well above GE 4, based 

on their adult life experiences with their occupations, health care, hobbies, or immigration and citizenship. 

 

Skilled readers' knowledge of word meanings tends to be wide and varied, and extends beyond the 

familiar. It includes words and concepts that are acquired through 12 or more years of schooling, school-

based reading, and personal and work-based reading that continues into adult life. 

 

Skilled adult readers acquired much of their knowledge of Word Meanings in the context of school-based 

reading. But most ABE and ASE learners are so far behind in this area that it is unlikely they can catch up 

simply by encountering these words in context. That is why ABE learners need direct instruction to 

accelerate the process of learning more Word Meanings and to improve their comprehension of higher 

level texts. 

 
A S S E S S M E N T  

Generally speaking, ABE learners should be assessed with oral vocabulary tests. That is because many 

ABE and ASE learners have difficulties with accurate Word Recognition. With a written vocabulary test, 

the instructor cannot be sure whether a learner missed an item because he or she genuinely didn’t know 

the meaning of the word, or because he or she was unable to decode the question or answer choices 

correctly. 

 

Tests of elicited Word Meanings are administered orally, and they can provide the instructor with useful 

information beyond determining the learner’s level of mastery. In this format, the administrator asks the 

https://lincs.ed.gov/readingprofiles/
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learner, "What does enthusiastic mean?" The learner’s oral response is written down verbatim and 

scored as correct or incorrect. 

 

Non-native Speakers of English (NNSE) usually find elicited tests of Word Meaning more difficult. An 

NNSE might know what an English word means and understand its meaning in context, yet not be able to 

supply a synonym or explanation. You can encourage NNSEs to demonstrate their understanding of a 

word they can’t define by asking them to give examples or to use it in a sentence in a way that shows 

they understand its meaning. 

 

The following is a test of elicited Word Meanings that has been used with ABE learners: 

 Davidson-Bruce Word Meaning Test available as a free download on this Web site. (This test is still in 

the process of being validated. Use it only to match your learner to the ASRP Profiles if you do not 

have a score on a published vocabulary test.) 

  
A P P R O A C H E S  T O  I N ST R U C T I O N  

 

Signal words: words that aid comprehension of all reading material. "These are words that the author 

uses to tell us how to read. Signal words help us to understand how information is organized and provide 

clues about what is important. Teach signal words one group at a time. Give your students a few 

examples from a category and have them add others as they run across them in their reading.  

 

Signal words are especially important for NNSE. They tend to be familiar with the basic signal words used 

in everyday conversation, words such as but, and, and because. But often they have not learned the 

signal words that occur in higher level texts, words like however, moreover, nevertheless, 

or despite. Signal words such as these are difficult to define because rather than having a meaning, 

they function to shape the meaning of a sentence. How can you define the word although out of 

context? For NNSE the easiest approach is often to have them look these words up in a native 

language/English language dictionary, and then practice using the English words in sentences. 

 

Tier 2 or Academic Words: Words that can be used in many contexts and/or have more than one 

meaning, e.g., unique, alternative, campaign, convenient, influence, administration, 

density, conservative, anticipate, average, liberal. You should teach some of these words 

directly. You can also pre-teach or discuss these words before doing a reading comprehension passage 

or oral reading Fluency passage.
  

 

Words that are related to needs and interests of the learners: A learner working as a nursing 

assistant may want to be more familiar with a greater number of medical words; a learner studying for an 

over-the-road trucking license may want to learn words associated with that occupation; and a learner 

interested in gardening may want to learn words about her or his hobby. 

 

Content area words and concepts: These are the important words and concepts that are part of social 

studies (monarchy), math (parallel lines), science (photosynthesis), and literature (metaphor). 

https://lincs.ed.gov/readingprofiles/WM_WMT_Pop.htm
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They are especially important for pre-GED and GED learners. Lists of content area words in the areas of 

social studies, science, and the humanities can be found in The Reading Teacher’s Book of Lists by 

Edward (Fry and Kress, 2006). 

 

Structural analysis (word parts): "[U]sing word parts enables the reader to determine the pronunciation 

and meaning of unknown words. This word identification technique is effective especially if it is used 

along with phonic analysis and context clues. Knowledge of word parts is assessed with teacher-made 

inventories. Ask learners to divide compound words or to underline the root word or the affix in words with 

prefixes and/or suffixes. Practice can have the same format as the assessment. 

 

Cognates: Because English contains many words with Latinate roots, NNSEs who are speakers and 

readers of Romance Languages like Spanish, French, or Portuguese can benefit from instruction in 

cognates, i.e., words that have similar spellings and similar meanings across two languages. With regard 

to English and Spanish, some cognates are identical (secular/secular); others are slightly different 

(scene/escena or security/seguridad). Students can be asked to find patterns such as the fact that 

many English nouns ending in -ity, end in -dad in Spanish, such as nativity/natividad. Similarly, 

adverbs ending in -ly in English often end in -mente in Spanish, such as 

as absolutely/absolutamente. Examples of learner-friendly cognate dictionaries can be found on the 

internet: http://latinamericalinks.com/spanish_cognates.htm. Remember, for cognate instruction to 

succeed, the learner has to be able to read both languages, because although cognates are spelled 

similarly, they are usually pronounced very differently. 

 
F I N D  O U T  M O R E  A BO U T  W O R D  M E AN I N G  A S S E S S M E N T  A N D  I N ST R U C T I O N :  

 

McShane, S. (2005). Applying research in reading for adults: First steps for 

teachers. Washington, DC: National Institute for Literacy. 

http://lincs.ed.gov/publications/pdf/applyingresearch.pdf  

 

Vocabulary Tips in a Nutshell 

 Pre-teach unfamiliar words in instructional text. 

 Ensure multiple exposures to words by teaching useful, "real-life" words and words learners will 

encounter in subject matter texts they are studying. 

 Engage learners in using and working with the words in several ways. 

 Teach word-learning strategies like structural analysis, using context clues, and using a 

dictionary. 

 Encourage wide reading of level-appropriate materials in varied subject matter areas. 

http://latinamericalinks.com/spanish_cognates.htm
https://lincs.ed.gov/publications/pdf/applyingresearch.pdf
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 Tiered Vocabulary 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Tier 3  

Domain-specific 
academic vocabulary 

Tier 2  

High-Utility academic 
vocabulary found in many 

content texts, cross-
curricular terms 

Tier 1  

Everyday words, familiar to most 
students primarily learned through 

conversation 
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Developing Effective Practices in Vocabulary Instruction 

 

Teachers Should Increase Teachers Should Decrease 

 Time for reading 

 Use of varied, rich text 

 Opportunities for students to hear or 

use words in context 

 Use of concrete contexts when 

possible 

 Opportunities for students to use words 

in meaningful ways 

 Opportunities for students to connect 

new words/concepts to those already 

known 

 Study of concepts rather than single, 

unrelated words 

 Explicit instruction of concepts and 

incidental encounter with words 

 Teaching strategies leading to 

independent word learning 

 Study of words or concepts that will 

have the biggest impact on 

comprehension rather than “covering” 

many words superficially 

 Opportunities for making or drawing 

inference 

 Looking up definitions as a single 

source of word knowledge 

 Asking students to write sentences for 

new words before they’ve  studies the 

word in depth 

 Notion that all words in a text need to 

be defined for comprehension 

 Using context as a highly reliable tool 

for increasing comprehension 

 Assessments that ask students for 

single definitions. 

 
 

 
Janet Allen – Words, Words, Words 
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Vocabulary Dictionary 

Passage Meaning: 
 
 
 
 
 
Part of Speech: 
 
Passage Sentence: 
 
 
 
Context Clues: 
 
 
 

Alternate Meaning: 
 
 
 
 
 
Part of Speech: 
 
Sample Sentence: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Alternate Meaning: 
 
 
 
 
 
Part of Speech: 
 
Sample Sentence: 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Alternate Meaning: 
 
 
 
 
 
Part of Speech: 
 
Sample Sentence: 
 
 
 
 

 

Passage Meaning: 
 
 
 
 
 
Part of Speech: 
 
Passage Sentence: 
 
 
 
Context Clues: 
 
 
 

Alternate Meaning: 
 
 
 
 
 
Part of Speech: 
 
Sample Sentence: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Alternate Meaning: 
 
 
 
 
 
Part of Speech: 
 
Sample Sentence: 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Alternate Meaning: 
 
 
 
 
 
Part of Speech: 
 
Sample Sentence: 
 
 
 
 

 

 

WORD: 
 

WORD: 
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Frayer Model
Definition in your own words Facts/characteristics

Examples Nonexamples
Word
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Vocabulary Notebook 

 

Word and Page Number  
 
 
 
 

Resource 

Sentence in which the word was used in the text 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Student-Friendly Definition 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Antonyms 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Synonyms Picture/Drawing 
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Games to Get Students Engaged in Vocabulary 

Charades 

Write vocabulary words on individual index cards. Divide the class into two teams and have one 

person from each team choose a piece of paper and act out the word. The teams must guess the 

correct word before three minutes run out. For each correct word, that team receives a point. The 

team that hits ten points first is the winning team. 

 

Pictionary 

Write vocabulary words on individual index cards or use your set from charades. Break your class 

into two teams, and one individual from each team draws a picture on the board. Drawers cannot 

use letters numbers 

 

Last Man Standing 

This game is fast-paced, but allows students some time to think. It also encourages peer learning, as 

students will pick up on words they hear others speaking. To play the game, grab a ball and have all 

the students form a circle. Name a category or theme, such as things found in a kitchen, food, 

professions, and so on. 

 

Begin by tossing the ball at a student. That student will shout a word related to the theme and throw 

the ball to another student. As each person catches the ball, they need to come up with another 

word that fits the theme. If they repeat a word that has already been said or can’t think of a new one 

within a few seconds, they are out and must sit on the sidelines. Don’t worry, they’ll still be learning! 

 

Take things up a notch with a different version of “Last Man Standing.” Instead of naming a theme, 

each student gives the next student another theme. For example, you might start off with “something 

red.” The first student to catch the ball could say “strawberry” and then choose another topic and 

throw the ball to the next student. This makes the game much more difficult, since students cannot 

think of a word until they know what their theme is. 

 

Memory 

Create your own memory game using vocabulary words. Write each word on individual index cards. 

For each existing card, make a matching card with the definition, a synonym or an antonym. 

Students shuffle the cards and arrange them all face down on a table. Students take turns flipping 

over two cards. If the cards make a set, the student keeps the cards and takes an additional turn. 

The person with the most cards at the end of the game wins. 

 

Modified Catch Phrase 

Write each vocabulary word on an individual index card. Students sit in a circle with a timer set for a 

random amount of time (3-8 minutes works well). Shuffle the cards and give the deck to the first 

person in the circle. That person draws a card and tries to get his classmates to guess the word by 

giving verbal clues. He cannot say the word or any part of the word. When someone guesses the 

word, he passes the stack to the next person who takes a turn with another word. The person 

holding the stack of cards when the timer goes off loses. 
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Scattergories 

Choose ten categories with your students or before class starts (e.g. types of pets, city names, 

sports, items in a kitchen, etc.). Use an alphabet die to determine the letter for each round of play. 

Set a timer for three minutes, and students must think of one word for each category that begins with 

that round’s letter. Students score one point per word, and the person with the most points at the 

end of three rounds is the winner. 

 

Taboo Words 

Taboo Words helps students practice with synonyms and descriptions. Separate the class in half 

and have the two teams sit on opposite sides of the room, facing each other. Each team will choose 

a person to sit in front of their team, facing them in the “hot seat.” You will stand behind the students 

and hold up a piece of paper with a word on it. The students in the hot seats will not be able to see 

these papers. Teams have three minutes (or any amount of time you want to set) to get their hot 

seat member to say the word on the paper. The catch is that they can’t say the word under any 

circumstances. 

 

Tips for playing in a large class. If you have more than 12 students in a class, things can get a 

little chaotic with this game. In this case, it’s usually simpler to divide everyone into teams of 5-6 

people and have only one team go at a time. 

 

Categories 

Students will beg to play this game once they get the hang of it! It’s a great way to fill up the last few 

minutes of class, too. 

 

Have students draw six columns on their paper and write a category at the top of each column. You 

can choose categories that fit what you’ve been studying in class or go with some basics. 

 

Choose a random letter and write it on the board. Give students enough time to write down a word 

for each category that starts with that letter. You can repeat with new letters as many times as you 

like. 

 

What Am I Thinking Of? 

If you’ve ever played 20 Questions, you already know how this game goes. Pair students up and 

have them think of an object. Each student should write 5-10 words describing the object on a piece 

of paper. When you call time, the students swap papers and try to figure out what the other person 

described. The first team to have both words guessed correctly wins. 

 

Word Bingo 

Make bingo sheets with a 4×4 grid and add words to each square. Hand these out (each one should 

be unique) and have students mark the correct word when you call it out. The first person to finish 

marking their entire page wins. 

There are some fun variations to Word Bingo! 

Synonym Bingo: Get those brains working by giving students a word that means the same thing as 

a word on their card. 

Antonym Bingo: This is just as it sounds. Call out the antonyms of words on their cards and see 

how many students get it. 
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Resources from the World Wide Web 

Lessons and Activities 

CPALMS http://www.cpalms.org/Public/ 
 
English Club (massive site) http://www.englishclub.com/vocabulary/prefixes.htm 
 
ReadWriteThink http://www.readwritethink.org/ 
 
Reading Rockets (although built for elementary- has lots of ideas with ESL, LD, Adolescent sister 
sites) http://www.readingrockets.org/ 
 
Teacher’s First http://www.teachersfirst.com/readstrat.cfm 
 
The English Zone http://www.english-zone.com/. 
 
Vocabulary University https://www.vocabulary.com/  
 
 

Word Games 
 
Vocabulary Games https://www.flocabulary.com/vocabulary-mini-games/ 
 
Vocabulary Games and Resources https://www.vocabulary.co.il/ 
 
Word Games  http://www.eastoftheweb.com/games/index.html 
 
Word Games http://www.wordgames.com/ 

 

Word Lists 
 

Academic Word List http://www.victoria.ac.nz/lals/resources/academicwordlist/ 
 
How Can You Use the Academic Word List? University of Nottingham. Sandra Hayword 
http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/alzsh3/acvocab/ 
 
New Academic Word List http://www.newacademicwordlist.org/ 
 
General Service List http://www.auburn.edu/~nunnath/engl6240/wlistgen.html 
 
New General Service List http://www.newgeneralservicelist.org/ 
 
  

Vocabulary Profilers 
 

Academic Word Finder http://achievethecore.org/academic-word-finder/ 

Complete Lexical Tutor http://www.lextutor.ca/vp/eng/ 
 
Vocabulary Profiler http://www4.caes.hku.hk/vocabulary/profile.htm 

http://www.englishclub.com/vocabulary/prefixes.htm
http://www.readwritethink.org/
http://www.readingrockets.org/
http://www.teachersfirst.com/readstrat.cfm
http://www.english-zone.com/
https://www.vocabulary.com/
https://www.flocabulary.com/vocabulary-mini-games/
https://www.vocabulary.co.il/
http://www.eastoftheweb.com/games/index.html
http://www.wordgames.com/
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/lals/resources/academicwordlist/
http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/alzsh3/acvocab/
http://www.newacademicwordlist.org/
http://www.auburn.edu/~nunnath/engl6240/wlistgen.html
http://www.newgeneralservicelist.org/
http://achievethecore.org/academic-word-finder/
http://www.lextutor.ca/vp/eng/
http://www4.caes.hku.hk/vocabulary/profile.htm
http://www4.caes.hku.hk/vocabulary/profile.htm
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Vocabulary Profiler http://www.btbpress.com/vocabulary_profiler/  
 

Web VP http://www.sfu.ca/~msevier/WebVocabularyProfilerCS.htm 

 

 
Stay in Touch! 

Florida IPDAE - http://floridaipdae.org/ 
 

http://www.btbpress.com/vocabulary_profiler/
http://www.btbpress.com/vocabulary_profiler/
http://www.sfu.ca/~msevier/WebVocabularyProfilerCS.htm
http://www.sfu.ca/~msevier/WebVocabularyProfilerCS.htm
http://floridaipdae.org/
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The New General Service List 

West, 1953; Revised 2013 by Brown, Culligan and Phillips 

The New General Service List - http://www.newgeneralservicelist.org/ 

a 

abandon 

ability 

able 

abortion 

about 

above 

abroad 

absence 

absolute 

absolutely 

abstract 

abuse 

academic 

accept 

acceptable 

access 

accident 

accommodation 

accompany 

accomplish 

accord 

account 

accurate 

accuse 

achieve 

achievement 

acknowledge 

acquire 

acquisition 

across 

act 

action 

active 

activity 

actor 

actual 

actually 

ad 

adapt 

add 

addition 

additional 

address 

adequate 

adjust 

adjustment 

administration 

admire 

admit 

adopt 

adult 

advance 

advantage 

adventure 

advertise 

advertisement 

advice 

advise 

adviser 

advocate 

affair 

affect 

afford 

afraid 

after 

afternoon 

again 

against 

age 

agency 

agenda 

agent 

aggressive 

ago 

agree 

agreement 

agricultural 

ahead 

aid 

aim 

air 

aircraft 

airline 

alarm 

album 

alcohol 

alive 

all 

allege 

allow 

ally 

almost 

alone 

along 

alongside 

already 

alright 

also 

alter 

alternative 

although 

altogether 

always 

amaze 

amendment 

among 

amount 

analysis 

analyst 

analyze 

ancient 

and 

anger 

http://www.newgeneralservicelist.org/
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angle 

angry 

animal 

announce 

announcement 

annual 

another 

answer 

anticipate 

anxiety 

anxious 

any 

anybody 

anymore 

anyone 

anything 

anyway 

anywhere 

apart 

apartment 

apologize 

apparent 

apparently 

appeal 

appear 

appearance 

application 

apply 

appoint 

appointment 

appreciate 

approach 

appropriate 

approval 

approve 

approximately 

architecture 

area 

argue 

argument 

arise 

arm 

army 

around 

arrange 

arrangement 

arrest 
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sugar 

suggest 

suggestion 

suit 

suitable 
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sum 

summarize 

summary 

summer 

sun 

supplement 

supplier 

supply 

support 

supporter 

suppose 

sure 

surely 

surface 

surgery 

surprise 

surprisingly 

surround 

survey 

survival 

survive 

suspect 

suspend 

sustain 

swear 

sweep 

sweet 

swim 

swing 

switch 

symbol 

symptom 

system 

table 

tackle 

tail 

take 

tale 

talent 

talk 

tall 

tank 

tap 

tape 

target 

task 

taste 

tax 

taxi 

tea 

teach 

teacher 

team 

tear 

technical 

technique 

technology 

teenager 

telephone 

television 

tell 

temperature 

temporary 

tend 

tendency 

tender 

tennis 

tension 

tent 

term 

terrible 

territory 

terrorist 

test 

text 

than 

thank 

that 

the 

theater 

theme 

themselves 

then 

theoretical 

theory 

therapy 

there 

therefore 

they 

thick 

thin 

thing 

think 

thirst 

this 

though 

threat 

threaten 

throat 

through 

throughout 

throw 

thus 

ticket 

tie 

tight 

till 

time 

tiny 

tip 

tire 

tissue 

title 

to 

today 

together 

tomorrow 

tone 

tongue 

tonight 

too 

tool 

tooth 

top 

topic 

total 

totally 

touch 

tough 
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tour 

tourism 

tourist 

tournament 

toward 

tower 

town 

toy 

trace 

track 

trade 

tradition 

traditional 

traffic 

trail 

train 

transfer 

transform 

transition 

translate 

transport 

transportation 

trap 

travel 

treat 

treatment 

tree 

trend 

trial 

trick 

trigger 

trip 

troop 

trouble 

truck 

true 

truly 

trust 

truth 

try 

tube 

tune 

turn 

twice 

twin 

twist 

type 

typical 

typically 

ugly 

ultimately 

unable 

uncertainty 

uncle 

unclear 

under 

undergo 

underlie 

understand 

undertake 

unemployment 

unfortunately 

uniform 

union 

unique 

unit 

unite 

universal 

universe 

university 

unknown 

unless 

unlike 

unlikely 

until 

unusual 

up 

update 

upon 

upper 

upset 

urban 

urge 

use 

useful 

user 

usual 

usually 

valley 

valuable 

value 

van 

variable 

variation 

variety 

various 

vary 

vast 

vegetable 

vehicle 

venture 

verb 

version 

versus 

very 

vessel 

veteran 

via 

vice 

victim 

victory 

video 

view 

village 

violence 

violent 

virtually 

virus 

visible 

vision 

visit 

visitor 

visual 

vital 

voice 

volume 

voluntary 

volunteer 

vote 
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voter 

wage 

wait 

wake 

walk 

wall 

wander 

want 

war 

warm 

warn 

wash 

waste 

watch 

water 

wave 

way 

we 

weak 

weakness 

wealth 

wealthy 

weapon 

wear 

weather 

web 

wed 

week 

weekend 

weekly 

weigh 

weight 

weird 

welcome 

welfare 

well 

west 

western 

wet 

what 

whatever 

wheel 

when 

whenever 

where 

whereas 

wherever 

whether 

which 

while 

whilst 

whisper 

white 

who 

whole 

why 

wide 

widely 

wife 

wild 

will 

win 

wind 

window 

wine 

wing 

winner 

winter 

wipe 

wire 

wise 

wish 

with 

withdraw 

within 

without 

witness 

woman 

wonder 

wonderful 

wood 

wooden 

word 

work 

worker 

world 

worry 

worth 

would 

wound 

wrap 

write 

writer 

wrong 

yard 

yeah 

year 

yellow 

yes 

yesterday 

yet 

yield 

you 

young 

yourself 

youth 

zone 
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The New Academic Word List 

Original Averil Coxhead; Revised 2013 – Browne, Culligan and Phillips 

Original Academic Word List http://www.victoria.ac.nz/lals/resources/academicwordlist/. 

New Academic Word List http://www.newgeneralservicelist.org/nawl-new-academic-word-list/ 

abdominal 

absorb 

absorption 

accelerate 

acceleration 

accent 

accumulate 

accumulation 

accuracy 

accurately 

acid 

acidic 

activate 

actively 

acute 

adaptation 

adaptive 

adjacent 

admission 

adolescent 

adverse 

aerosol 

aesthetic 

affirm 

afterward 

aggregate 

agriculture 

airplane 

algebra 

algorithm 

alien 

alliance 

allocate 

allocation 

altitude 

aluminum 

amino 

amongst 

amplitude 

analogy 

ancestor 

anthropology 

anti 

antibiotic 

antibody 

antiquity 

appendix 

applause 

apple 

approximate 

approximation 

arbitrary 

archaeology 

architect 

array 

arrow 

articulate 

artifact 

artificial 

artistic 

artwork 

aspect 

assembly 

assert 

assignment 

athletic 

atom 

atomic 

auction 

audio 

audit 

authority 

autonomy 

availability 

axiom 

axis 

backward 

bacteria 

bacterial 

bang 

bargain 

barrel 

basin 

bat 

beam 

behavioral 

bilingual 

binary 

biodiversity 

biologist 

biology 

bizarre 

blank 

bleed 

bodily 

bonus 

bound 

bracket 

breakdown 

http://www.victoria.ac.nz/lals/resources/academicwordlist/
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broadly 

bubble 

bucket 

bulk 

bullet 

bundle 

calcium 

calculation 

calculator 

calculus 

campus 

candidate 

capillary 

capitalism 

capitalist 

carrier 

cattle 

censor 

characterization 

cheat 

cheer 

chemistry 

chemotherapy 

chess 

chloride 

chromosome 

chronic 

chunk 

cinema 

circa 

circulate 

circulation 

civilization 

clarify 

classification 

classify 

classroom 

clay 

clever 

click 

client 

clinic 

clip 

clone 

closure 

clue 

coefficient 

cognitive 

coherent 

collective 

colonial 

colony 

comma 

commentary 

commodity 

commonly 

communicative 

communist 

compact 

comparable 

comparative 

compensate 

competence 

competent 

complement 

complication 

comply 

composer 

composite 

comprehension 

computation 

conceive 

conception 

conceptual 

conditional 

conduction 

cone 

conference 

configuration 

confine 

confound 

congruent 

connector 

connotation 

conscious 

consciousness 

consensus 

consent 

conservation 

conserve 

consonant 

constitution 

constrain 

consultation 

consumption 

container 

continent 

continuity 

contour 

contradict 

contradiction 

contradictory 

contrary 

controversy 

converge 

convergence 

coordinate 

coordination 

cord 

coronary 

corpus 

correction 

correctly 

correlate 

correlation 

correspondence 

corruption 

cortex 

credibility 

criteria 
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critically 

critique 

crude 

crystal 

cue 

cure 

curriculum 

cyclic 

cylinder 

damp 

deadline 

decay 

deceive 

defect 

deficiency 

definite 

deflection 

degrade 

deliberately 

delta 

demonstrator 

denominator 

denote 

dense 

dependence 

depict 

derivative 

descendent 

descriptor 

destination 

detection 

developmental 

deviation 

diagnose 

diagnosis 

diagnostic 

diagram 

dialect 

diameter 

diary 

dictate 

dictionary 

differential 

differentiate 

differentiation 

diffusion 

dilemma 

dilute 

dimensional 

dioxide 

directive 

disability 

disadvantage 

discharge 

discourse 

discrete 

discrimination 

displacement 

dissection 

dissertation 

dissolve 

distribution 

disturbance 

diverse 

domain 

dominance 

dominant 

domination 

donor 

dose 

drain 

drift 

duration 

dye 

dynamic 

ecological 

ecology 

economically 

economist 

effectiveness 

elaborate 

elastic 

elasticity 

electron 

elementary 

elevate 

elevation 

elimination 

elite 

embed 

emergence 

emission 

emit 

emperor 

empirical 

encode 

enforcement 

enormously 

entity 

entrant 

enzyme 

epidemic 

epidemiology 

equality 

equilibrium 

equivalence 

erase 

essence 

essentially 

estimation 

ethical 

ethics 

evident 

evolutionary 

ex 

execute 

execution 

exit 

expertise 

explicit 
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explicitly 

exploit 

exponential 

fabric 

facet 

facilitate 

factorial 

faculty 

fatigue 

feedback 

fertility 

fetal 

fever 

fiber 

fin 

finite 

flesh 

flexibility 

flip 

fluid 

flux 

footnote 

formally 

formulation 

forum 

fossil 

founds 

fraction 

fracture 

freely 

friction 

fringe 

fundamentally 

fungus 

fusion 

gauge 

generalization 

generalize 

genetically 

genetics 

ghost 

globalization 

goat 

goodness 

goods 

gradient 

gram 

grammatical 

graph 

grasp 

gravity 

grid 

gross 

gut 

habitat 

halfway 

handout 

harvest 

hawk 

headquarter 

hedge 

helix 

hepatitis 

herbicide 

hierarchy 

hip 

historically 

homework 

horizon 

horizontal 

hormone 

hydrogen 

identical 

identification 

ideology 

illusion 

immune 

impact 

implicit 

importantly 

impulse 

incidence 

incline 

inclusion 

incredible 

incredibly 

incumbent 

independently 

indicator 

indifference 

indigenous 

indirect 

individually 

induce 

induction 

industrialization 

industrialize 

inequality 

inevitably 

infect 

infectious 

inference 

inferior 

infinite 

infinity 

influential 

informal 

inhibit 

inhibition 

initiate 

initiation 

inject 

injection 

innate 

insect 

insert 

instability 

instinct 

integral 

integration 
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intensity 

intensive 

interact 

interestingly 

interface 

interfere 

intermediate 

interrupt 

interval 

intervene 

interviewer 

invade 

invasion 

inversion 

invert 

ion 

irrelevant 

irrigation 

jazz 

junior 

justification 

kidney 

kilometer 

lab 

lateral 

layout 

leaf 

lecturer 

legend 

legitimate 

leisure 

lever 

lexical 

liable 

lifestyle 

lifetime 

likelihood 

likewise 

limb 

linear 

linguistic 

linguistics 

liter 

liver 

locally 

locus 

logical 

longitudinal 

loop 

lump 

lung 

machinery 

magnetic 

magnitude 

mall 

manipulate 

manipulation 

manual 

manuscript 

marble 

marginal 

marker 

marrow 

maternal 

mathematical 

matrix 

maximize 

meaningful 

mechanic 

mechanical 

media 

mediate 

membrane 

memorize 

mentor 

mercury 

merge 

messenger 

metabolism 

metaphor 

methodology 

micro 

mid 

migrate 

migration 

millimeter 

mineral 

minimal 

minimize 

minus 

missile 

mobility 

modification 

mole 

molecular 

molecule 

momentum 

monetary 

monkey 

monopoly 

morality 

morphological 

morphology 

mortality 

motif 

motive 

multi 

multinational 

multiply 

mutation 

myth 

naked 

namely 

nasty 

nationalism 

neat 

necessity 

neo 

nest 

neural 
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neuron 

neutral 

nicely 

niche 

nitrogen 

noble 

node 

noisy 

nominal 

non 

nonetheless 

nonlinear 

norm 

notation 

novice 

nucleus 

null 

numerical 

nutrient 

objection 

obscure 

observer 

obtain 

occupation 

occurrence 

offspring 

onset 

onwards 

optical 

optimal 

optimum 

oral 

organ 

organism 

orient 

orientation 

oscillation 

outer 

outlet 

overhead 

overlap 

overview 

oxidize 

oxygen 

painful 

par 

paradigm 

paradox 

parameter 

parcel 

pardon 

parental 

parenthesis 

partial 

partially 

particle 

partition 

pathway 

peasant 

periodic 

peripheral 

pest 

pesticide 

phenomenal 

philosopher 

philosophical 

phonological 

phosphate 

photographic 

physically 

physician 

physics 

physiological 

pi 

planner 

plantation 

plausible 

plug 

plural 

polar 

pole 

politically 

portfolio 

portray 

portrayal 

positively 

poster 

postgraduate 

potassium 

powder 

practitioner 

pragmatic 

pre 

precede 

precipitate 

precipitation 

predator 

prediction 

predominantly 

prejudice 

preliminary 

presume 

prevalence 

prey 

primer 

primitive 

probe 

problematic 

processor 

productive 

productivity 

profound 

progression 

progressive 

projection 

prominent 

pronounce 

proposition 

protocol 

proton 
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psychiatric 

psychologist 

psychology 

publish 

pulse 

punch 

punish 

punishment 

purely 

puzzle 

qualitative 

quantitative 

quantum 

questionnaire 

quiz 

quotation 

rack 

radar 

radiation 

radius 

rainfall 

randomize 

randomly 

rational 

rationality 

ray 

reactive 

reactor 

readily 

realism 

realistic 

realm 

receptor 

recipe 

reconstruct 

regime 

regression 

rehabilitation 

reinforce 

rejection 

reliability 

render 

repertoire 

replacement 

replicate 

replication 

reproduce 

reproduction 

republic 

resemble 

reservoir 

residual 

residue 

resistant 

respiratory 

retrieve 

revolutionary 

rewrite 

rhetoric 

rhythm 

ridiculous 

ritual 

robot 

rope 

rotate 

rotation 

rub 

ruler 

scatter 

scenario 

scholarship 

scripture 

scroll 

secrete 

sediment 

selective 

semantic 

semester 

semi 

seminar 

sensation 

sensible 

sensitivity 

sensory 

separately 

separation 

sexuality 

shallow 

shortly 

shuttle 

similarity 

simplify 

simulate 

simulation 

simultaneously 

sin 

singular 

sketch 

skip 

slab 

slash 

slavery 

slot 

snake 

sneeze 

sniff 

socialize 

socially 

sodium 

solar 

soluble 

solute 

solvent 

sometime 

sophisticate 

span 

spatial 

specialty 

specification 

specimen 
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spectrum 

sperm 

sphere 

splice 

sponsorship 

spontaneous 

spray 

stabilize 

stack 

stadium 

stance 

standardize 

static 

statistical 

statistically 

statistics 

stereotype 

stimulus 

straightforward 

strand 

strategic 

strictly 

stripe 

sub 

subjective 

subset 

substitution 

substrate 

subtle 

subtract 

sufficiently 

suicide 

super 

superior 

supposedly 

surgeon 

surgical 

surplus 

susceptible 

sustainable 

swap 

swell 

sword 

syllable 

syllabus 

symbolic 

syndrome 

syntactic 

syntax 

synthesis 

synthetic 

systematic 

tech 

technically 

temporal 

tempt 

tense 

terminal 

terminology 

terribly 

textbook 

theorem 

theorist 

thereby 

thermal 

thesis 

thickness 

thread 

threshold 

thumb 

tolerance 

ton 

toxic 

tract 

traditionally 

trait 

trajectory 

trans 

transaction 

transcribe 

transcription 

transformation 

translation 

transmission 

transmit 

transparency 

transplant 

trauma 

treaty 

tremendous 

triangle 

tribe 

tricky 

trivial 

tropical 

tumor 

turbulent 

tutor 

ultimate 

undergraduate 

undermine 

underneath 

unemployed 

unify 

unintelligible 

unity 

unstable 

uplift 

upward 

urine 

usage 

utility 

utilize 

utterance 

vague 

valid 

validity 

valve 

variability 

variance 
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variant 

vector 

vegetation 

vein 

velocity 

verbal 

vertical 

viable 

virtue 

vitamin 

vocabulary 

volition 

vowel 

watershed 

wavelength 

weave 

wheat 

whereby 

whichever 

whoever 

widespread 

wisdom 

workshop 

yeast
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Signal Words 
 

1. Continuation Signals (Warning—there are more ideas to come.) 

and also another again and finally 

first of all A final reason furthermore in addition last of all 

moreover likewise more moreover next 

one reason other secondly similarly too 

with         

 
2. Change-of-direction signals (Watch out—we’re doubling back.) 

although but conversely despite different from 

even though however in contrast instead of in spite of 

nevertheless otherwise the opposite on the contrary on the other hand 

rather still yet while though 

 
 3. Sequence signals (There is an order to these ideas.) 

first, second, third A, B, C in the first place for one thing then 

next before now after while 

into (far into the night) until last during since 

always O’clock on time later earlier 

 
4. Time Signals (When is it happening?) 

when immediately now lately already 

Little by little at the same time final after awhile once 

during 
    

 
 5. Illustration signals (Here’s what that principle means in reality.)  

for example specifically for instance to illustrate such as 

much like in the same way as similar to     

 
 6. Emphasis signals (This is important.) 

a major development it all boils down to a significant factor most of all a primary concern 

most noteworthy key feature 
more than anything 
else 

a major event 
pay particular 
attention to 

a vital force remember that a central issue should be noted a distinctive quality 

the most substantial 
issue 

above all the main value especially important the basic concept 

especially relevant the crux of the matter especially valuable the chief outcome important to note 

the principal item         
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7. Cause, condition, or result signals (Condition or modification coming up.) 

because if of for from 

so while then but that 

until since as whether in order that 

so that therefore unless yet thus 

due to resulting from consequently     

  
8. Spatial signals (Answers the “where” question.) 

between on by here there 

left right these close to near 

this side middle west beside 

east about north south around 

over under away in front of across 

into behind toward beyond above 

below opposite upon outside upon 

outside inside alongside over out 

far in adjacent near next to 

 
 9. Comparison-contrast signals (We will now compare idea A with idea B.) 

and or also too best 

most either less less than more than 

same better even then half 

much as like analogous to but different from 

still yet however although opposite 

rather while though     

  
10. Conclusion signals (This ends the discussion and may have special importance.) 

as a result consequently finally from this we see in conclusion 

in summary hence last of all therefore   

 
 11. Fuzz signals (Idea not exact, or author to positive and wishes to qualify a statement.) 

almost if looks like maybe could 

some except should alleged nearly 

might reputed seems like was reported purported 

sort of probably       

 
 12. Non-word emphasis signals  

exclamation point (!) underline italics bold type 
subheads, like The 
Conclusion 

indention of 
paragraph 

graphic illustrations 
numbered points 
(1,2,3) 

very short sentence: 
Stop War. 

“quotation marks” 
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