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This Webinar is being recorded and will be posted in the 
IPDAE Webinar Archive. 



Webinar Tips to Remember 

• If you have question, please type it into the Q&A option.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Attendee microphones will be muted.  You will be in listen only mode. 
• Today’s presentation is being recorded. It will be archived and 

available on the IPDAE website within 48 hours. 
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Components of Reading 

Print Skills (Alphabetics) 
• Phonemic Awareness  
• Word Analysis - phonics  
• Word Recognition 
• Spelling 
• Fluency 

Meaning Skills 
• Word Meaning (Vocabulary) 
• Background Knowledge  
• Silent Reading Comprehension  
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Objectives 
BY EDUCATORS FOR EDUCATORS 

In this session, we will: 
• Identify ways to select 

vocabulary words 
• Discuss effective 

instructional practices for 
teaching vocabulary 

• Share resources 
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CCR.R.ABE.4 Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, 
analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.  
 
CCR.LA.ABE.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context clues, analyzing 
meaningful word parts and consulting general and specialized 
reference materials, as appropriate 
 
CCR.LA.ABE.6 Acquire and use accurately a range of general 
academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career 
readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when encountering a word or phrases important to 
comprehension or expression. 

 

Vocabulary is part of the Standards 
BY EDUCATORS FOR EDUCATORS 
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 Vocabulary knowledge is the 
single greatest contributor to 
reading comprehension and 
thus a strong predictor of 
overall academic 
achievement. 

 
 - Kate Kinsella, Isabel Beck, Robert 

Marzano, Doug Fisher, et. al. 
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Vocabulary falls into four categories: 
1. Listening: the words we understand when 

we hear them 
2. Speaking: the words we use when talking 
3. Reading: the words we understand when 

we read 
4. Writing: the words we use when writing 
 

Vocabulary 
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The 2000 most common words 
account for 80-90% of texts, while 
3,000–5,000 words are needed for 

reasonable comprehension, 
accounting for approximately 95% of 

the words encountered. 
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How many words does a typical 
native speaker know? 
a.  5,000 
b. 10,000 
c. 20,000 
d. 40,000 
 

What do you think? 
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Getting Started 
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Tier 3  
Domain-specific                 

academic vocabulary 

Tier 2  
High-utility academic vocabulary 

found in many content texts, cross-
curricular terms 

Tier 1  
Everyday words, familiar to most students primarily 

learned through conversation 

Tiered Vocabulary 
BY EDUCATORS FOR EDUCATORS 
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Sample Word Family - 
interpret 
 
interpretation 
interpretations   
interpretative  
interpreted 
interpreting  
interpretive 
interprets 
misinterpret 
misinterpretation 
misinterpretations 
misinterpreted 
misinterpreting 
misinterprets 
reinterpret 
reinterpreted 
reinterprets 
reinterpreting 
reinterpretation 
reinterpretations 

 

Most common 
form of the word 
family 

Resources for the Classroom 
BY EDUCATORS FOR EDUCATORS 
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General Service List and      
Academic Word List 
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A Dedicated Website…  

www.newgeneralservicelist.org 
 

General Service List and      
Academic Word List 

http://www.newgeneralservicelist.org/ 
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Extensive Reading Central 
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Free Text Helper 
Tool 
identifies/gets 
meanings/gives 
learning tools for 
words out of a 
specific level.  
 
 
 

http://www.er-
central.com/ 
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Vocabulary Profiler 
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Vocabulary Profiler 
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http://www.lextutor.ca/vp/eng/ 

Vocabulary Profiler 
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Signal Words 
 Words that students need 

to know and use 
 Give hints about what is 

going to happen 
 Help you understand the 

order of events or details in 
a paragraph 

Building Vocabulary with                   
Signal Words BY EDUCATORS FOR EDUCATORS 
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BY EDUCATORS FOR EDUCATORS 

• Continuation 
• Change-of-Direction  
• Sequence 
• Time  
• Illustration  
• Emphasis  

 

• Cause, Condition, 
Result  

• Spatial  
• Comparison-Contrast  
• Conclusion  
• Fuzz 
• Non-Words 
 

Building Vocabulary with                   
Signal Words 

Workbook – 51-52 
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Last Thursday was a cold and rainy day. As a result, I 
decided to do some things around the house. First, I 
baked some cookies. Then as they were baking, I 
cleaned the kitchen. Finally, the cookies were done. I let 
them cool and got busy cleaning out my closet. Finally, 
I sat down, read a book, and ate those wonderful, fresh-
baked cookies. In short, it was a great day! 

They’re Everywhere! 
BY EDUCATORS FOR EDUCATORS 
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Higher Priority 
• Focus On High 

Mileage Words 
– Abstract words 
– Nuanced words 
– Words with 

frequently used 
morphemes 

 
 

Lower Priority 
– Cognates 
– Words whose 

meanings are direct 
and imaginable 

– Words whose 
morphemic parts 
easily give context* 

 
*(provided word study skills have 
been learned; common roots, suffixes 
and prefixes) 

 

Where’s the focus? 
BY EDUCATORS FOR EDUCATORS 
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Teaching Vocabulary 
• Research 
• Strategies 
• Resources 

Vocabulary Instruction 
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1. I never saw or heard the word before. 
2. I’ve heard it, but I don’t know what it 

means. 
3. I recognize it in context – it has something 

to do with… 
4. I know it and I can tell you what it means. 

(In other words, I can use the word.) 
- Edgar Dale 

 

Word Meaning - Vocabulary 
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Marzano’s Characteristics of                                            
Effective Vocabulary Instruction  

Use student friendly descriptions, not definitions 
Use linguistic and nonlinguistic representations 
(gestures, draw pictures) 
Gradually develop word meanings through multiple 
exposures (discuss what they mean in different contexts) 
Teach students how to use word parts 
Use different types of instruction for different types of 
words (ex. Verbs always show a relationship between 
two nouns, so explicitly tell the students this.) 
Have students discuss the terms they are learning 
Use challenging and engaging vocabulary games 
Focus on academic vocabulary relevant to the curriculum 
being taught 

 



Work with words in multiple ways 
• Synonyms and antonyms 
• Roots and cognates  
• Connecting new words to known words 
• Multiple meanings 
• Word families  
• Affixes (ly, s, etc./prefixes/suffixes) 
• Idioms and figurative speech 
• Real-world connection 

Working with Words 
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Students must use a 
word between six and 
fourteen times before 
they are capable of 
using it independently. 

— Billmeyer, 2001 
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Six-Step Process 
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Read text selection(s)  

Identify words or concepts  

Identify connections and relationships  

Choose “must-know” words 

Decide incidental words 

Determine what you want students to learn 
29 



STAR 

Select 

Teach 

Activate 

Revisit 
30 
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Vocabulary Notebooks 

Help students build 
deeper knowledge  
 
Marzano recommends 
that words be defined 
using “student friendly” 
language and 
nonlinguistic 
representation whenever 
possible. 
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Frayer Model Frayer Model
Definition in your own words Facts/characteristics

Examples Nonexamples
Word

Workbook – 12 


Frayer Model

		Definition in your own words







		Facts/characteristics

		Examples







		Nonexamples





Word









Vocabulary Games 
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BY EDUCATORS FOR EDUCATORS 

Putting It All Together 

Developing Effective Practices in Vocabulary Instruction 
Increase Decrease 

• Time for reading 
• Use of varied, rich text 
• Opportunities for students to hear or use words 

in natural sentence contexts 
• Use of concrete contexts when possible 

(pictures, artifacts) 
• Opportunities for students to use words in 

meaningful ways 
• Opportunities for students to connect new 

words/concepts to those already known 
• Study of concepts rather than single, unrelated 

words 
• Explicit instruction of concepts and incidental 

encounters with words 
• Teaching strategies leading to independent word 

learning 
• Study of words or concepts that will have the 

biggest impact on comprehension rather than 
“covering” many words superficially 

• Opportunities for making or drawing inferences 

• Looking up definitions as a single source of word 
knowledge 

• Asking students to write sentences for new 
words before they’ve studied the word in depth 

• Notion that all words in a text need to be defined 
for comprehension 

• Using context as a highly reliable tool for 
increasing comprehension 

• Assessments that ask students for single 
definitions 
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Reading 
comprehension and 
vocabulary knowledge 
are highly correlated 
with one another. 

— Stahl and Nagy 2009 
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Check out IPDAE 
resources . . .  

• Vocabulary Webinar Guide and 
Resources 

• ABE/ESOL Lesson Plans 
– Determining the Meaning of 

Unknown Words 
– Academic Vocabulary 
– Understanding Affixes to 

Unlock Meaning 
• CCRS ELA E-Training 

Modules 
• Upcoming Grab and Gos – 

Narrative Chains 
• More . . .  

Resources 

floridaipdae.org 
36 
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“The best professional development is 
ongoing, experiential, collaborative, and 
connected to and derived from working with 
students.” 

Edutopia 2014 

Always here to assist! 
 
The IPDAE Team 
 

38 
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