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Welcome! 

• If you have a question, please type it into the Q&A option.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Attendee microphones will be muted.  You will be in listen only mode. 

• Today’s presentation is being recorded. It will be archived and 

available on the IPDAE website within 48 hours. 
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Webinar Things to Remember 
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Objectives 

In this session, we will : 

• Explore the High Impact Indicators 

and Focusing Themes for social 

studies and science 

• Investigate areas of instruction and 

strategies for the classroom 

• Share resources and ideas 

• Discuss next steps in obtaining 

additional strategies and activities 

for the social studies and science 

classroom 
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A QUICK REVIEW 

Assessment Targets – PLDs – HIIs 
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Below 

Passing 

Pass/High 

School 

Equivalence 

GED® 

College 

Ready 

GED® 

College 

Ready + 

Credit 

100 -144 145 - 164 165 - 174 175 - 200 

Scores  

are below 

the GED® 

test Passing 

Standard 

Scores  

at or above  

the GED® 

test Passing 

Standard 

Scores 

indicative of 

College and 

Career 

Readiness 

Scores 

indicative of 

skills taught 

in some 

beginning 

college-

level 

courses 

GED® Performance Levels 
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What do I teach? 
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Performance Level Descriptors 

(PLDs)Helpful tool for the classroom 

• Explain in detail the skills students need 

to demonstrate to pass the test 

• Two formats  

– Official Version 

– Test-taker Version 

 

 

 

“Stuff to Teach” 
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How to use PLDS in the classroom 

Use PLDs to: 

Tip 1: Assess student’s current skill level 

Tip 2: Determine when students are 

ready to test 

Tip 3: Shape learning activities for 

different types of delivery models 

Tip 4: Add perspective to lesson plans 
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High Impact Indicators (HIIs): 

• Are important skills that are 

widely applicable 

• May currently receive light 

coverage during GED® test 

preparation 

• Lend themselves to 

straightforward instruction 

• Are based on research 

What are High Impact Indicators?  
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HII 

• PLDs 

www.gedtestingservice.

com/educators/pld  

 

• High Impact 

Indicators 

https://www.gedtestings

ervice.com/uploads/files

/38c313c646bfdb3afbbff

b6330ddf209.pdf 

 

Where to access 
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Where to access 

Don’t forget . . .  

The Florida Adult General 

Education Curriculum 

Framework for GED® 

Preparation 
 

http://www.fldoe.org/academics/care

er-adult-edu/adult-edu/2017-2018-

adult-edu-curriculum-framewo.stml 
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FOCUSING SCIENCE INSTRUCTION 
 

Start by Using HIIs and Focusing Themes 
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• Content 

– Life Science – 40% 

– Physical Science – 40% 

– Earth and Space Science – 20%  

• Themes 

– Human Health and Living Systems 

– Energy and Related Systems 

• Science Practices – reasoning and thinking 

scientifically 

• Question types - Technology-enhanced items and 

two short answers 

Overview of the Science Test 
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Too Much to Teach – Too Little Time 
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  Science Content Topics 

Life Science  

(40%) 

Physical Science  

(40%) 

Earth & Space 

Science (20%) 

F
o

c
u

si
n

g
 T

h
e

m
e

s 

Human 

Health 

and 

Living 

Systems 

• Human body and 

health 

• Organization of life 

• Molecular basis for 

heredity 

• Evolution 

• Chemical 

properties and 

reactions related 

to human systems 

• Interactions 

between Earth’s 

systems and 

living things 

Energy 

and 

Related 

Systems 

• Relationships 

between life 

functions and 

energy intake 

• Energy flows in 

ecologic networks 

(ecosystems) 

• Conservation, 

transformation, 

and flow of 

energy 

• Work, motion, 

and forces 

• Earth and its 

system 

components 

• Structure and 

organization of 

the cosmos 

Science Focusing Themes 
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  Science Content Topics 

Life Science  

(40%) 

F
o

c
u

si
n

g
 T

h
e

m
e

s 

Human 

Health and 

Living 

Systems 

• Human body and health 

• Organization of life 

• Molecular basis for heredity 

• Evolution 

Energy and 

Related 

Systems 

• Relationships between life 

functions and energy intake 

• Energy flows in ecologic 

networks (ecosystems) 

• transmission of 
disease/pathogens 

• effects of disease or 
pathogens on populations 

• disease prevention methods 

  Science Content Topics 

Physical Science  

(40%) 

F
o

c
u

si
n

g
 T

h
e

m
e

s 

Human Health 

and Living 

Systems 

• Chemical properties and 

reactions related to human 

systems 

Energy and 

Related 

Systems 

• Conservation, transformation, 

and flow of energy 

• Work, motion, and forces 

• Newton’s Laws of Motion 
• types of energy 
• sources of energy 
• properties/states of matter 

  Science Content Topics 

Earth & Space Science (20%) 

F
o

c
u

si
n

g
 T

h
e

m
e

s 

Human Health 

and Living 

Systems 

• Interactions between Earth’s 

systems and living things 

Energy and 

Related 

Systems 

• Earth and its system 

components 

• Structure and organization of 

the cosmos 

• natural hazards (e.g., 
earthquakes) and their impact 
on the earth  

• characteristics of the 
atmosphere 

• types of planets, asteroids, 
etc. 

Science High Impact Indicators 

• SP.2.b: Identify and refine hypotheses for 
scientific investigations. 

• SP.2.e: Identify and interpret independent and 
dependent variables in scientific 
investigations.  

• SP.4.a: Evaluate whether a conclusion or 
theory is supported or challenged by 
particular data or evidence.  

• SP.6.a: Express scientific information or findings 
visually.  

• SP.7: Apply formulas from scientific theories.  
2017 The Institute for the Professional Development of Adult Educators 
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Teaching the Big Ideas of Science 

• Incorporate inquiry based thematic 

lessons using focusing themes 

• Build students’ scientific reasoning skills 

• Teach graphics and statistics through a 

science context 

• Integrate the reading and                             

writing process using                           

science texts 
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Develop science lessons that: 

• Allow students to investigate,                     

create, discuss, reflect, and ask              

about what they are learning 

• Incorporate the “big ideas” of the 

focusing themes 

• Connect the different areas of science 

that are integrated within the theme 

 

Incorporate Inquiry Based 

Thematic Lessons 
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Ask 

Investi
gate 

Create Discuss 

Reflect 

Thematic Lesson Plan Example 

Check out the lesson 

plans on Florida IPDAE 

to get started! 

 

Antibiotic Resistance 

http://www.floridaipdae.

org/dfiles/resources/lesso

ns/GED/Science_Lesson_

Plans/SCI_Antibiotic_Resist

ance.pdf 
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GED® Sample Science Questions – Look Familiar? 
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Build Student’s Scientific               

Reasoning Skills 

Observe 
Make observations 

Question 
Ask a question or identify a problem 

Research 
Search for existing answers or solutions 

Hypothesize 
Formulate a hypothesis 

Procedure/Experiment 
Design and perform an experiment/collect data 

Draw Conclusions 
Analyze the data/make conclusions 

Communicate 
Report or share your results 

Results Align with 

Hypothesis 

Results Align Partially 

or Not at All with 

Hypothesis 

Experimental 

data becomes 

background 

research for 

new/future 

project. Ask 

new question, 

form new 

hypothesis, 

experiment 

again. 

Teach Scientific Investigation 

Teach 

experimental 

design through 

real-world 

application and 

reporting. 
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• Formulating a Hypothesis 

http://www.floridaipdae.

org/dfiles/resources/lesso

ns/GED2014/SCI_Formulat

ingaHypothesis.pdf 

• Scientific Inquiry 

http://www.floridaipdae.o

rg/dfiles/resources/lessons

/GED2014/SCI_ScientificIn

quiry.pdf 

Teach Scientific Investigation 

2017 The Institute for the Professional Development of Adult Educators 
24 



The Science and Social Studies Challenge 

09/2017 9 

Where do we see statistics, 

data, and math on the test?  
• Questions assessing statistics and data 

indicators on social studies and 

science 

• Use of calculator and formulas in 

different content areas 

• Charts, tables, and graphs 
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Teach Multiple Ways to Display, 

Interpret, and Analyze Data 
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What is close reading? 

 

“A careful and purposeful 

rereading of a text.” 

 

Dr. Douglas Fisher 

San Diego State University 

Teach Close Reading and Writing 

Skills with Science Text 
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Close Readers Not-So-Close Readers 

Reread Read the text once 

Focus on the text Let their thinking wander 

Ask questions Take the text at face 

value 

Pay attention to language Ignore syntax clues 

Uncover deeper meaning Understand only at 

surface level 

What do close readers do 

differently? 
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Use Science Texts  
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Use science texts when teaching close 

reading strategies 

 
Science News for Students 

https://www.sciencenewsforstud

ents.org/ 

FOCUSING SOCIAL STUDIES 

INSTRUCTION 

 

Start by Using HIIs and Focusing Themes 
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First, let’s test your knowledge! 

 

In which hand is the 

Statue of Liberty’s 

torch? 

 

 

 

 

How many 

amendments to the 

Constitution have 

been introduced to 

Congress? 

 

 

Who designed the 

current 50 star flag? 

 

 

 

 

 

What is on the top 

floor of the Supreme 

Court Building? 

 

 

 

 

How many of the 205 

original colonists to 

settle at Jamestown, 

Virginia in 1607 were 

women? 

 

 

 

What is the national 

flower of the United 

States? 
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Overview of Social Studies Test 

• Content 

– 50% - Civics and Government 

– 20% - United States History 

– 15% - Economics 

– 15% - Geography and the World 

• Themes 

– Development of Modern Liberties and Democracy 

– Dynamic Responses in Societal Systems  

• Social Studies Practices – analyzing, thinking, 

reasoning 

• Technology-enhanced question items 
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U.S. History 

Economics 

Civics & 
Government 

Geography 
& the World 

Geography 

& the World 

U.S. History 

Economics 

Civics & 
Government 

Geography 
& the World 

Focusing Themes 
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Social Studies High Impact 

Indicators 

• SSP.2.a Determine the central ideas or information of a 
primary or secondary source document, corroborating or 
challenging conclusions with evidence. 

• SSP.2.b Describe people, places, environments, processes, 
and events, and the connections between and among them 

• SSP.3.c Analyze cause-and-effect relationships and multiple 
causation, including action by individuals, natural and societal 
processes, and the influence of ideas. 

• SSP.5.c Analyze how a historical context shapes an author's 
point of view. 

• SSP.8.a Compare treatments of the same social studies topic 
in various primary and secondary sources, noting 
discrepancies between and among the sources. 
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Teaching the Big Ideas of                       

Social Studies 

• Use primary and secondary sources 

• Incorporate thematic lessons using 

focusing themes 

• Teach close reading strategies in a 

social studies context 

• Teach visual literacy skills 

2017 The Institute for the Professional Development of Adult Educators 
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Indicator What to look for in student work:  

Students’ work shows they have . . .  

SSP.5.c: Analyze how a 

historical context 

shapes an author's 

point of view.   

 

• identified the author’s point of view in 

a primary source text.  

• identified the major eras in U.S. history 

relevant to a specific text and identify 

influential events, figures, and ideas 

therein.  

• identified context (events, figures, 

ideas) relevant to the given text.  

• fully explained how the historical 

context directly relates to the author’s 

point of view.  

Why do I need to teach                  

primary sources? 
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Indicator What to look for in student work:  

Students’ work shows they have . . .  

SSP.2.a: Determine the 

central ideas or 

information of a 

primary or secondary 

source, corroborating 

or challenging 

conclusions with 

evidence.   

 

• differentiated between the concepts of topic 

and main idea.  

• identified the topic and/or main idea of a 

piece of text.  

• identified supporting details for a given main 

idea.  

• summarized a piece of text.  

• fully explained relevant details in the text that 

support the main idea.  

• located a single piece of evidence in the text.  

• located multiple pieces of evidence in a text.  

• differentiated between relevant and 

irrelevant evidence.  

• used evidence to support or challenge an 

author’s conclusion.   
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• Primary Sources: 

Looking for the 

Answer in the 

Constitution 

http://www.floridaipdae.

org/dfiles/resources/lesso

ns/GED2014/SS_PrimaryS

ourcesLookingfortheAns

werintheConstitution.pdf 

Try Scavenger Hunts 
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Or try a newspaper scavenger hunt! 

Primary Sources on the GED® Test 
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One Text  - 

Numerous 

Concepts 

Start with one 

primary source to 

build a             

social studies  

thematic lesson 

The Wonderful World of Social Studies  

http://www.floridaipdae.org/index.cf

m?fuseaction=resources.GEDAHS&ca

giid=16A9D895BED9EF32AE3AE6A7459

237CCC5A604DF5D371E0001D29C40D

4820A2C 

 

Teach Thematic Lessons 
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What are the 

concerns 

when reading 

primary 

sources? 

Close Reading and Primary Sources 
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“We the People of the United States, in 

Order to form a more perfect Union, 

establish Justice, insure domestic 

Tranquility, provide for the common 

defence, promote the general Welfare, 

and secure the Blessings of Liberty to 

ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and 

establish this Constitution for the                  

United States of America.” 

 

• Check out the 

“Reading Like a 

Historian” Webinar 
https://www.floridaipdae.org/i

ndex.cfm?fuseaction=resource

s.GEDAHS&cagiid=B64C5DF1B4

1B55A6105126A95015C843FC59

CB1AE84A8641AE3771448C196

028 

Teach Close Reading Strategies 

Close Reading 

Corroboration 

Source 

Contextualization 
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• Editorial Cartoons 
http://www.floridaipdae.org/dfiles/res

ources/lessons/GED2014/SS_EditorialC

artoons.pdf 

 

• Don’t Forget About the 

Graphics 
https://www.floridaipdae.org/index.cf

m?fuseaction=resources.GEDAHS&ca

giid=5C10479B5E628725DD6873C4BBF

B5CFE60437A52CA05E32D2EEFC0A0F8

50B25 

Teach Visual Literacy Strategies 
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• Teach the “Big Ideas” 

• Build students’ close reading skills  

• Use hands-on demonstrations and 

experiments 

• Have students construct and interpret 

graphs, charts, tables, diagrams, 

photographs, and editorial cartoons 

• Connect social studies and science to 

everyday life 

Putting It All Together 
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Want more ideas and resources? 
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GED ® Preparation Train the 

Trainer Workshops for Social 

Studies and Science 

• Access to materials presented at 

the GED Testing Service ® Summer 

Conference 

• Current information on the GED® 

Test Outcomes in Florida 

• Access to additional materials 

and strategies for your classroom 

• Ability to share information with 

your fellow educators 

 

Sign Up Now! 

floridaipdae.org 
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“The best professional development is 

ongoing, experiential, collaborative, and 

connected to and derived from working with 

students.” 
Edutopia 2014 

Always here to assist! 

 

The IPDAE Team 
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www.floridaipdae.org 
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