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Objectives of Workshop 

 
 
 

Review lessons learned during past year 
 
 

Discuss ways to improve student 
performance in the upcoming year 
 
Access new tools and resources available 
to assist students 
 
Preview future webinars related to                   
GED® instruction 
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Through observation, 
we will know where a 
student is; standards 
will tell us where the 
student should be; 
and it will be our job 
as an instructor to 
identify how we can 
get the student there.  

Our Objective 
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Update from the Field 
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Let’s get 
started by 
taking a 
quick poll. 
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Update from the Field 
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Who  are you? 
Program 

Manager/Administrator 
 Instructor 
Volunteer 
Other Professional 
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Update from the Field 
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Where  are you? 
Panhandle 
North Florida 
Central Florida 
South Florida 
Keys and Other Islands 
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Update from the Field 
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Are you currently registered for 
the GED Testing Service® 
Monthly Newsletter – In 
Session? 
Yes 
No 

Staying 
Informed 

2015 The Institute for the Professional Development of Adult Educators 



Update from the Field 
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How often do you check the 
Florida IPDAE website to                  
see new information and 
resources? 
Several times a week 
At least once a week 
Every week or so 
Monthly 

Staying 
Informed 
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Has the number of students taking and passing the 
GED® test increased over the past six months? 
Yes 
No 

Update from the Field 
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Which of the following is the biggest concern that 
you have regarding student performance on the 
GED® test? (Select only one response.) 
Algebra 
Writing constructed responses 
Social studies content 
Science content 

Update from the Field 
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What Have We Learned? 
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• There is a steady increase in the number of 
adults taking the test. 

Increasing 
Numbers 

• More students are taking and passing the test. 
More students are taking advantage of the GED 
Ready™ prior to taking the operational test. 
Teachers have more information to help students.  

Passing Rates are 
Climbing 

• More GED® grads are achieving their goals of 
higher education, technical training, and 
employment. 

Learners Achieving 
Their Goals 

• GEDTS® has taken a very proactive role in 
providing new resources and professional 
development opportunities. 

More Resources 
and Support 
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What Have We Learned? 
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• Research has shown us where to focus 
instruction to achieve greater student outcomes. 

High Impact 
Indicators 

• Research has shown why students are earning 
few if any points on constructed responses. 

Right Way to 
Approach Writing 

• Special promotions by the GEDTS® increase 
number of students accessing GED Ready™. 

Special Promotions 
Open Doors 
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Nationally, test-takers, completers, and passers continue to 
show improvement on the computer-based test 

Jan - June 
2014 

 

July – Dec 
2014 

Jan – June 
2015 

% 
improvement 

from June 
2014 – June 

2015 
Test-takers 82,590 113,627 151,147 + 83% 
Completers 44.963 53,588 67,509 + 50% 
Passers 23,229 35,335 47,822 + 105% 

Numbers Going UP! 
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Pass-rates continue to show improvement on the 
computer-based test 
January – June 2015 

Numbers Going UP! 

Math RLA Science Social 
Studies 

+11% Same +6% +5% 
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So Close… 
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• College Bound Grads 
– 54% said they want to go to college 
– 74% have already applied 
– 89% of those have been accepted 

• Moving Up to Better Jobs/Pay 
– 15% said main motivation was job related 
– 30% have already gotten a new job  

• Career-Training Enrollees 
– 17% wanted to enroll in job training or skills based 

certificate programs 
– 44% of those have already enrolled 
 

Learners Achieve Their Goals 
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RESOURCES FOR YOU AND 
YOUR STUDENTS 

Have you seen the latest resources from the                                 
GED Testing Service®? 
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• Webinars with the option to participate live or the 
ability to access recordings on demand 

• CDs or DVDs for educators working in restricted 
settings (e.g. corrections) 

• More interactive modules posted to 
www.gedtestingservice.com  

• PD content reorganized for an easier, more 
intuitive experience 

Professional Development Options 
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Professional Development Options 
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New Resources for the Teachers 
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New Resources for the Teachers 
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New Resources for the Teachers 

See What Perfect 
Scoring Looks 

Like! 
• Passage 
• Sample 

Response 
• Annotations 
• Understand how 

and why 
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Resources for Your Students 

http://bit.ly/1JTvO1q 
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http://bit.ly/1JTvO1q


Resources for Your Students 
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Tips and Guidelines 
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High Impact Indicators 

• Important skills that are widely applicable 
 
• May currently receive light coverage during 

GED® test preparation 
 
• Lend themselves to straightforward 

instruction 

26 



2015 The Institute for the Professional Development of Adult Educators 

High Impact Indicators 

• Assessment targets describe the general 
concepts that are assessed on the GED® test 

• Indicators are fine-grained descriptions of 
individual skills contained within an assessment 
target 

• Application describes what to look for in 
student work 

Targets     Indicators     Application 
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High Impact Indicators 
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Right Way to Approach Writing  

Main reasons for “Earned” Zeroes 
• Choosing the right evidence, but by quoting the 

material extensively rather than by explaining 
or paraphrasing 

• Not enough of their own writing is available to be 
assessed 

• Too many test-takers are merely summarizing 
the arguments made by each author rather than 
creating their own arguments 
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Now the safety issue comes up again, in the yearly switch to and from DST. 
One study shows pedestrian fatalities from cars increased immediately 
after clocks were set back in the fall. Arguments continue with another 
study that shows 227 pedestrians were killed in the week following the 
end of DST compared with 65 pedestrians killed the week before DST 
ended. lt is also stated that the adjustment period drivers endure each year 
is a dangerous time for pedestrians, and DST may be the reason. Instead 
of a gradual transition in the morning or afternoon by just minutes of 
sunlight each day, the immediate shift of one hour forward or backward 
fails to provide drives and pedestrians time to adjust. These opponents 
believe the consideration of cost and confusion are simply not worth all of the 
trouble. With everything there are pros and cons no matter what, so in the end 
we can only hope the good outweighs the bad.  

Incorporating Sufficient Original Text 
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• Write a complete essay 
• Give commentary on quotations 
• Develop ideas 
• Save 4-5 minutes for proofreading 

Four Steps to Success 
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Take Advantage of Special Promotions 
From September 21 – October 31, students 
can take advantage of these two offers: 
 
• GED Ready™ practice test for $1 
 

• GED Ready™ Practice Test Guarantee – 
Students who take the GED Ready™ practice 
test and score “Likely to Pass” are 
guaranteed to pass that test subject of the 
real test … or their retake is free! 

Take Advantage of Special Promotions 

32 



2015 The Institute for the Professional Development of Adult Educators 

How It Works: 
 
GED Ready® practice test for $1 
• Students login to GED.com, purchase a GED Ready® practice test, and enter 

promo code BACKTOSCHOOL at checkout 
• Students must purchase and take the GED Ready® practice test by Oct. 31 
• Any practice test purchased for $1 but not started by Oct. 31 will be 

refunded $1 
• Any unused $1 vouchers after Oct. 31 can be applied towards future GED Ready® 

practice test purchase 
 

GED Ready® Practice Test Guarantee 
• If a student takes the GED Ready® practice test between Sept. 21 – Oct. 31 and 

scores “Likely to Pass”, then takes the corresponding test subject within 60 day but 
does not pass, we will pay for 100% of their test retake. 

• Free retake offer must be redeemed within 60 days of taking the GED® test subject 
• To schedule the free retake, students call 1-877-EXAM-GED 

Take Advantage of Special Promotions 
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Take Advantage of Special Promotions 

Educators can find more information about the Back to School 
promotion, as well as collateral to promote these offers at: 

http://www.gedtestingservice.com/backtoschool 

Materials include: 
• Customizable flyer 
• Email template 
• Sample social media posts 
• Media advisory 
• Web ads 
 
Note to educators: Distribution of materials may begin any time after 9/21. 
The promo code will not work until then. 
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New Year – New Resources 

As you start the new school year with your students remember: 
 
• Student performance is increasing 
• Your hard work is paying off as more students take and pass the 

GED® test 
• There are many new resources available  
• New professional development activities are available with the 

click of a mouse 
• High Impact Indicators can help you make the most of your 

instructional time 
• There are resources available to you to help your students move 

from “earned” 0s to 2s. 
• Always take advantage of the special promotions  
• Stay connected through the Florida IPDAE and GED® Testing 

Service websites 
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Remember, as Instructional Leaders 
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And 
always 
remember 
that . . .  
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Florida IPDAE Upcoming Events 

• Webinars – Focus on GED® Instruction 

– 9/30/2015 – GED® Reasoning through Language Arts: Show Me the Evidence 

– 11/11/2015 - GED® Mathematical Reasoning High Impact Indicators: How to Get 
the Most from Your Instructional Time 

– 2/24/2016 - GED® Social Studies: Don’t Forget About the Graphics 

– 3/2/2016 - GED® Science: 5Es for Effective Instruction  

• More Lesson Plans  

• Much, much more . . .  
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“The best professional development is 
ongoing, experiential, collaborative, and 
connected to and derived from working with 
students.” 

Edutopia 2014 

Always here to assist! 
 
The IPDAE Team 
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www.floridaipdae.org 
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