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Objectives of Workshop 

 
 
 

• Highlight the importance of evidence 
in  Constructed Responses (CR) 

 
• Find the evidence (facts)  

 
• Identify strategies to nurture student 

skills—identifying, explaining, 
analyzing, and evaluating evidence 
from text 
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EVIDENCE-BASED WRITING 

How does evidence-based writing connect to the standards, 
the rubric, and high-impact indicators? 
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How does evidence figure into the  “High Impact Indicators”? 
Ability to reason—qualitatively and quantitatively 
• In RLA, Science, and Social Studies, high impact indicators include 

those items that require 
– Analysis of written material—including the role of details, main 

ideas, thematic support and relationships within written sources;  
– Extraction of evidence (facts, statistics, or expert knowledge) from 

written material and the ability to draw logical inferences or make 
valid claims; 

– “Connecting the dots:” understanding relationships (between 
people, places, things like processes and events, etc.) and the 
analysis of cause-and-effect relationships, both simple and 
complex 

 

Analysis of High Impact Indicators 
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• Shift 1: Complexity 
– Regular practice with complex text and its 

academic language 
 

• Shift 2: Evidence 
– Reading, writing, and speaking grounded in 

evidence from text, both literary and informational 
 

• Shift 3: Knowledge 
– Building knowledge through content-rich 

nonfiction 

Key Shift in College and Career 
Readiness Standards 
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• Trait 1:  Creation of Arguments 
and the Use of Evidence 

• Trait 2:  Development of Ideas 
and Organizational Structure 

• Trait 3:  Clarity and Command of 
Standard English Conventions 

Trait 1 of GED® RLA Scoring Rubric 
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“The goal of making an 
argument is to convince an 
audience of the rightness of 
the claims being made 
using logical reasoning and 
relevant evidence...” 
 — Source: National Governor’s Association Center for Best Practices 

and the Council of Chief State School Officers. College & Career 
Ready Standards for Reading, Writing and Communication 

 

Reasoning and Evidence 
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What is 
evidence? 
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Facts, documentation, or testimony 
used to strengthen a claim, support 
an argument, or reach a 
conclusion. 
 
Evidence can be presented as: 
• Quotations 
• Paraphrasing 
• Summaries 
• Hard facts or visual 

representations (statistics, data, 
charts, graphs, photographs, 
illustrations) 

 

What is evidence? 
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• Facts are statements that can be proven. 
• Opinions can not be proven.  They are 

based on someone's thoughts, their 
feelings, and their understanding. 
• Though you may be able to use facts to add 

credibility to an opinion, it is still an opinion! 
• Though an opinion may be widely accepted, 

that does not make it a fact.  
 

There is a difference 
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Opinions Facts 
numbers eyewitness 
statistics record 
verified  prove 
document photographs 
corroborate substantive 
facts  support 
expert knowledge 
 
Can this statement be proven? 

think  believe 
usually  worst 
should  think 
always/never interpretation 
point of view perhaps 
suggest  good/bad 
most  probably 
 
Also look for adjectives that 
express judgment: brave, funny, 
strong, kind, etc.  

  
 

Look for Signal Words 
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The price of gas has grown to become too 
expensive. 
Almost half of all Americans drink coffee every 
day, making it the most widely consumed drug in 
the United States.  
Eating a vegetarian diet is the best way to stay 
healthy.  
93% of all greeting cards are purchased by 
women. 
Heart disease should not be a problem in America. 
 

F 
 
T 
 
 
F 
 
T 
 
F 
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SEARCHING FOR THE 
EVIDENCE 

Identifying evidence in writings 
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Analyze the arguments presented in the press release and the 
letter to the editor. 
 

In your response, develop an argument in which you explain how 
one position is better supported than the other. Incorporate 
relevant and specific evidence from both sources to support your 
argument. 
 

Remember, the better-argued position is not necessarily the 
position with which you agree. This task should take 
approximately 45 minutes to complete. 
 

The response should be 5-7 paragraphs and 300-500 words 
 

GED Testing Service® Prompt 
 

RLA Prompt 
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Webinar Guide – pp. 3 & 4 

Stimulus Material 
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• Read Response 1 for the 
argument and the 
evidence 

• Identify the following: 
– Argument/Claim 
– Text-Based Evidence and 

Connection 

Find the Argument and the 
Evidence 

Webinar Guide – pp. 5 & 6 
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Claim 
“While both sides make an 
acceptable case, the letter 

provides a stronger 
argument.” 

Find the Argument and the 
Evidence 

“a resident…is more 
credible…as compared 

to a representative” 

“this proves, with 
factual information, . . .” 

“backed by logical 
explanations and facts 
with few speculations” 

“one example is . . .” 

“the author of the letter 
counters . . .” 

“author’s explanation of 
the 2001 study” 
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• Read the other responses 
• Identify the: 

– Argument/Claim 
– Text-Based Evidence and Connection 

• Study the annotations 

Find the Argument and the 
Evidence 

Webinar Guide – pp. 6 - 11 
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FOCUSING ON INSTRUCTION 
Modeling the Process 
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G. Hillocks (2010) points out that “many 
teachers begin to teach some version of 
argument with the writing of a thesis statement 
[but] in reality, good argument begins with 
looking at the data that are likely to become the 
evidence in an argument and that gives rise to a 
thesis statement or major claim.” 

Hillocks, G. (2010) Teaching argument for critical thinking and writing: An introduction. English Journal 99(6) 24-32 

Research Based 
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Model for students how you: 
• Unpack the prompt 
• Read the stimulus material by 

actively interacting with the 
text, including: 
• underlining the evidence 

for both sides  
• making logical inferences 
• analyzing and evaluating 

the strength of the 
arguments 

Modeling the Process for Providing 
Explicit Textual Evidence 

Start by a close reading of the text . . . 
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Identify the evidence in order to develop a claim 
 

Model for students how 
to look at both sides of 
the argument 
• Question 
• Evidence (both sides) 
• Decision 
• Reasons (rational) 

Modeling the Process for Providing 
Explicit Textual Evidence 

Webinar Guide – p. 16 
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• State your claim/argument: State the idea you had about the text. 
 
• Cite what in the text led you to the idea: Give supporting evidence 

from the text (by paraphrasing or directly quoting from the text. If you 
are directly quoting from the text, you must use quotation marks. 
Sentence starters = In the first paragraph, _____ the author 
says...The text states...The text describes/For example...The author 
explains...Early in the text, the author/For instance 

 
• Explain the evidence: Explain how the quote(s) or paraphrase(s) 

you pointed out support your idea. Sentence starters = This 
shows...This is because...This means...This reveals...This 
illustrates...This highlights the difference between... 

Modeling the Process for Providing 
Explicit Textual Evidence 

Model how to extract evidence for the writing process 
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• Question: Will the highway and transit bill be beneficial? 
• As a class, we will read the two stimulus items. 
• As we read, we will highlight in yellow (or underline in 

pencil) the evidence that supports the benefits of the 
highway and transit bill. We will highlight in blue (or 
underline in pen) the evidence supporting that the 
highway and transit bill will be detrimental. 

 
The goal is for students to be able to cite several pieces of 
textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

Modeling the Process for Providing 
Explicit Textual Evidence 

Citing the Evidence: Putting It to Work 
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• Now it’s your turn, incorporate the evidence into your graphic 
organizer 

• Analyze and evaluate the evidence that you have included in 
your chart and 
– Determine which position is better supported 
– Identify your decision (claim) 
– Provide reason(s) “why” you made the decision 
 

 
The goal is for students to be able to use the evidence in order 
to identify their claim and a rationale for making the claim. 

Modeling the Process for Providing 
Explicit Textual Evidence 

Citing the Evidence: Putting It to Work 

27 



2015 The Institute for the Professional Development of Adult Educators 

• After you have read and identified the evidence and your decision 
and reasons for the decision, you will use the graphic organizer 
entitled: State, Cite, Explain. This will assist you in providing multiple 
pieces of explicit textual evidence in your writing. 

• First, write down the question. 
• Next, state your claim - the idea you had about the text (if you are 

responding to a specific question, be sure your idea restates the 
question).  

 
Question State Cite Explain 

Is the 
highway and 
transit  bill 
beneficial? 

State your 
claim - the 
idea you had 
about the 
text. 

Modeling the Process for Providing 
Explicit Textual Evidence 

Citing Explicit Textual Evidence 
Webinar Guide – p. 17 
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• Now give supporting evidence from the text.  
• To cite explicitly, paraphrase or use quotes from the text.  
• If you use direct quotes from a text, you must use quotation marks. 

You should combine what the reading says and your thoughts 
(inferences) to answer the question (Is the highway and transit bill 
beneficial?) to create new meaning -- the inference. Place the 
evidence you found from the article in the (Cite) box. 

Modeling the Process for Providing 
Explicit Textual Evidence 

Citing Explicit Textual Evidence 

Question State Cite Explain 
Is the 
highway and 
transit  bill 
beneficial? 

State your 
claim - the 
idea you had 
about the 
text. 

Cite what in 
the text led 
you to that 
statement or 
claim. 
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• Finally, explain how each piece of evidence supports 
your idea. 

Modeling the Process for Providing 
Explicit Textual Evidence 

Citing Explicit Textual Evidence 

Question State Cite Explain 
Is the 
highway and 
transit  bill 
beneficial? 

State your 
claim - the 
idea you had 
about the 
text. 

Cite what in 
the text led 
you to that 
statement or 
claim. 

Explain how 
each piece of 
evidence 
supports your 
idea/claim 
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 Question State Cite Explain 
Is the highway 
and transit bill 
beneficial? 

The bill will prove 
detrimental 
because the 
research 
provides strong 
arguments 
against it. 

Improving the 
highway means 
jobs for local 
construction 
workers. 

Because the 
construction jobs 
are temporary, 
they will not 
create a boom in 
the district’s 
economy. 

Modeling the Process for Providing 
Explicit Textual Evidence 

Putting It All Together – Citing Evidence 
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The Question 

Your Claim 

Your Explicit 
Textual Evidence 
 
 
 
 
 

Your 
Reasoning 
(Connection) 
 
 
 
 

Counterclaims/Rebuttals 
 
Summary (conclusion) of your 
argument 

• Evaluate data 
• Make a claim 
• List evidence 

and reasoning 
• Identify 

counterclaims 
and provide 
rebuttals 

Modeling the Process for Providing 
Explicit Textual Evidence 

What does written argument look like in the classroom? 
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Main reasons for “Earned” Zeroes 
• Choosing the right evidence, but quoting the 

material extensively rather than by explaining 
or paraphrasing 

• Not enough of their own writing is available to be 
assessed 

• Too many test-takers are merely summarizing 
the arguments made by each author rather than 
creating their own arguments 
 

Straight talk about “Earned Zeroes” 
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What is meant by original text? 

Webinar Guide – p. 8 34 
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• Practice for skill building 
• Leverage close reading 
• Challenge students 
• Bring the real world 

materials into reading 
and writing 

Final Thoughts 
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• Some Internet search strings 
to try: 
– “Evidence” 
– “Evidence-based writing” 

• GEDTS Website Resources 
 

Resources 
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• Use sample passages 
and prompts in the 
classroom 

• Identify a 
passage/prompt 
through which you will 
model the process 

• Make your “thinking” 
visible to students. 
 

Resources 
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 Access IPDAE Resources 

• Florida IPDAE E-Learning 
Center Courses 

• Webinars – From the Field 
for the Field 

• Lesson Plans  

• Grab and Gos 

• Tips of the Week 

• Much, much more . . .  

 
www.floridaipdae.org 
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“The best professional development is 
ongoing, experiential, collaborative, and 
connected to and derived from working with 
students.” 

Edutopia 2014 

Always here to assist! 
 
The IPDAE Team 
 

40 

www.floridaipdae.org 

©2015 IPDAE. All rights reserved. All content in this presentation is the proprietary property of The Institute for the Professional Development of Adult Educators 


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Evidence-Based Writing
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Searching for the Evidence
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Focusing on instruction
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Identify the evidence in order to develop a claim�
	Model how to extract evidence for the writing process
	Citing the Evidence: Putting It to Work
	Citing the Evidence: Putting It to Work
	Citing Explicit Textual Evidence
	Citing Explicit Textual Evidence
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40

