
Plot the Course:                             
Understanding Text Features and 

Structures in Nonfiction Text (Part 1) 

 

 

INSTITUTE FOR THE PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT OF ADULT EDUCATORS 

This training event is supported with federal funds as appropriated to the Florida Department of 
Education, Division of Career and Adult Education for the provision of state leadership 
professional development activities.  

www.floridaipdae.org  

October 24, 2018  



2 

Bonnie Goonen  

National Consultant for 

Florida IPDAE 

407-361-1375 

bgoonen@gmail.com  

Welcome!  

2018-19 The Institute for the Professional Development of Adult Educators 



Webinar Tips to Remember  

Å If you have a question, please type it into the Q&A  option.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Å Attendee microphones will be muted.  You will be in listen only  mode.  

Å Todayõs presentation is being recorded . It will be archived and 

available on the IPDAE website within 48 hours.  
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Objectives  

In this session, we will explore:  

ÅHow instruction in text 

structure helps students to 

comprehend written text  

ÅWhat strategies are effective 

for understanding nonfiction 

(informational) text  
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òTalking about text organization helps 

students see the macro -level , or overall 

structure, of the text, and gives them a 

framework to figure out how all the small 

pieces of information fit together .ó 

 

Emily Kissner (Summarizing, Paraphrasing, 
and Retelling , pp. 49 -50)  

 

From the Research  
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ÅTwo major text types ð fiction (literary) and 

nonfiction (informational) are often re -

categorized as four major text types 

(Narrative, Technical, Expository, Persuasive)  

ÅA text often contains multiple text types  

ÅStudents are not generally asked to 

compare and label text types or to identify 

and analyze the authorõs purpose ð only to 

gain knowledge  

Quick Review  



Expository 

(explain, 

inform)  

Technical 

(instruct, 

describe)  

Persuasive 

(convince, 

persuade)  

Text Features  
Title, Headings, Subheadings,  

Graphics, Illustrations, 

Captions, Bullets, Sidebars  

Comprehension  Skills                                   
Topic, Main Idea, Supporting Details, 

Making Inferences, Draw Conclusions, 

Compare/Contrast, Cause/Effect, 

Fact vs. Opinion, Bias, Summarize  

Text Structure                            
Description, Sequence, 

Cause & Effect, Compare & 

Contrast, Problem & Solution  

Nonfiction Texts  
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Persuasive Techniques                        
Bandwagon , Citing Statistics, 

Citing Authority, Testimonial , 

Generalities, Appeal to Emotion, 

Reason, Trust 
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ÅComprehension.  It gives readers a 

specific purpose for reading.  

ÅComprehension.   It helps the reader 

understand what is important in the text.  

ÅComprehension  (notice a theme?). 

Knowing the text structure helps  readers to 

comprehend, looking for important topics 

and ideas so that they can retell and 

summarize the text.  

Why should I teach text structure?  



TABE 11/12 BLUEPRINTS 

Whereõs Text Structure Assessed? 
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Overview of TABE 11/12 Reading 

Content Areas  
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Level L Level E Level M  Level D Level A  

Phonological 

Awareness  

23% 

Phonics and 

Word 

Recognition  

23% 16% 

Key Ideas  and 

Details  

28% 37% 47% 47% 47% 

Craft and 

Structure  

16% 32% 42% 38% 42% 

Integration of 

Knowledge 

and Ideas  

10% 15% 11% 15% 11% 



Level L 

1.RL.3 Know and use various text features (e.g., headings, tables of contents, 

glossaries, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text.  

Level  E 

2.RL.5 Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, 

glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information 

in a text efficiently.  

3.RL.5 Use text features and search tools (e.g., key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to 

locate information relevant to a given topic efficiently.  

2.RL.6 Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to 

answer, explain, or describe.  

3.RL.6 Distinguish their own point of view from that of the author of a text.  

Level  M  

4.RL.5  Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, 

problem/solution) of events ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of 

a text.  

5.RL.5  Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect, 

problem/solution) of events ideas, concepts, or information in two or more 

texts. 

5.RL.6 Describe how a narratorõs or speakerõs point of view influences how events 

are described.  

5.RL.6 Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting important 

similarities and differences in the point of view they represent.  



 

 

 

Level D 

6.RL.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall 

structure of a text and contributes to the development of theme, setting or plot.  

7.RL.5 Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major 

sections contribute tot the whole and to the development of the ideas.  

8.RL.6 Determine an authorõs point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author 

acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.  

6-8.RH.6 Identify aspects of a text that reveal an authorõs point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded 

language, inclusion or avoidance or particular facts).  

Level  A  

9-10.RST.4 Analyze in detail how an authorõs ideas or claims are developed and refined by 

particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or 

chapter).  

11-12.RL.5 Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her 
exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, convincing 

and engaging  

9-10.RL.6 Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of literature 

from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world literature.  

11-12.RL.6 Analyze a case in which grasping point of view requires distinguishing what is directly 

stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or 

understatement).  

9-10.RL.6 Determine an authorõs point of view or purposes in a text and analyze how an author 

uses rhetoric to advance that point of view of purpose.  

9-10.RH.6  Compare the point of view of two or more authors for how they treat the same or similar 

topics, including which details they include  and  emphasize in their respective accounts.  



Sample TABE Questions  
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INTO THE CLASSROOM 

Teaching About Nonfiction Text  
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Whatõs difficult for 

students?  

ÅText Type/Authorõs 

Purpose  

ÅText Structures 

ÅText Features 

 Nonfiction Text  
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The Authorõs Purpose Is . . .  

Why might it be 

important for students 

to understand an 

authorõs purpose? 

 

What might be 

confusing about 

identifying an authorõs 

purpose/text type?  



Definitions ð Whatõs the difference? 

What are text features?  

Components or elements of the 

text that assist you navigating 

the main text  
 

What are text structures?  

Organizational patterns in 

writing  
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Text features and text structures go hand in hand  



ÅHeadings  

ÅCaptions  

ÅIllustrations/Photos  

ÅMaps  

ÅCharts  

ÅGraphs  

ÅBold words  

ÅLabels  

ÅDiagrams  
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Common Text Features  

ÅTable of contents  

ÅGlossary 

ÅIndex  

ÅTables 

ÅTimelines 

ÅMargin notes  

ÅItalicized words  

ÅBullet points  

ÅSide bars  



Activity for the Classroom  

ÅIntroduce a new text 

feature each day  

ÅChart the feature and 

its purpose  

ÅHave students identify 

multiple examples in 

nonfiction texts  
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Activity for the Classroom  

Letõs go on a 

scavenger hunt!  

 

Articles, 

Newspapers, 

Books,                

and More . . .  
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Text Structures 

Why is it important that 

readers can recognize 

and understand text 

structures?  

(Besides that itõs on 

different assessments!)  
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Identifying Text Structure  



Understanding  

text structures is  

the KEY to unlocking  

expository (nonfiction text)!  

The better a reader  

understands  

text structures,  

the higher the  

comprehension!  
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The research says that . . .  


