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Webinar Tips to Remember

Attendee microphones will be muted. You will be in listen only mode.
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il:)(‘lae;b ‘ Objectives

Participants will . . .

* ldentify different types of
inferences in fiction and
non-fiction

* Investigate strategies for
the classroom

» Share resources and ideas

~A\

What does it

mean to infer?

Webinar Tips to Remember

Really?

The comparison is hardly flattering.

“Your eyes are ““Shall | compare them| | *Your eyes are like

beautiful,” he said. 1o a summer day? No, 5| two supper dishes.”
€éven more.” H B
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Taking Inference fo the GED® Test

ipdae¢”

Identify an underlying
premise or assumption in

an argument and
evaluate the logical
support and evidence

provided.

*Primarily measured on the GED®
test with informational texts.

to the GED®

Taking Inferenc

What to look for in student work — R.8.6

The student can

« identify explicit premises and assumptions inherent to an
argument in a text.

« identify implicit premises and assumptions inherent to an
argument in a text.

« explain what, if any, of an author’s biases and assumptions
are observable within a text.

« make judgments on whether any implicit premises or
assumptions of an argument are justified (fully or partially) by
evidence that is explicitly provided in the text.

2016 The Instiuee for the Professional Devel

Taking Inference to the GED® Test

ipdae¢”

R.8.6: Identify an
underlying premise or
assumption in an
argument and evaluate
the logical support and
evidence provided.
Primarily measured with
informational texts.

SSP.1 a. Determine the

details of what is explicitly g -
stated in primary and AS.1.a: Cite specific textual

evidence to support
inferences, conclusions, or
analyses of technical texts.

secondary sources and
make logical inferences or
valid claims based on
evidence.

Is This What You Mean?
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Taking Inference fo the GED® Test

Where do we see inferences needed
on the test?

+ Constructed responses — extended and
short answer

« Fiction and nonfiction texts through
technology-enhanced items

» Graphics

MAKING INFERENCES:
THE SKILL

Inferring—making inferences—is often described as
making a logical guess or "reading between the lines."
Making an inference is a lot like the chemical process of
forming a chemical compound—when two elements
combine and form a new substance. Readers make
inferences when they are able to take their own
experiences and combine them with it

information they gather from what

they read. The result is that they create

new meaning or draw a conclusion that R E p
isn't explicitly stated in the reading.

(Zweirs, 2005).

12
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CATORS FOR EDUCATORS

The answers you get from
g depend upon the
ions you pose.

-

* Inferential questions are not answered directly in
the text. Students needs to go beyond the text
which means using higher-level thinking skills.

Making inferences relies on what it says in the
text plus the reader’s background knowledge.
Many of our reluctant readers do not have the
sufficient background knowledge to able to
make the inferences asked for in the text.

Goonen



They use:

» Word/text clues

* Picture clues

» Define unknown words

» Look for emotion (feelings)

» Use what they already know
» Look for explanations for events
» ASK themselves questions!

ipdae®?

How do you make inferences?

Combinz Draw From Logical

Cluzs

Expzrizncz Conclusion

| -

e

Contant Schema Inference

Taking Inference to the GED® Test

ipdae¢”

MAKING INFERENCES:
THE STRATEGIES

Goonen
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Strategies for Making Inferences

ipdae®”

+ Step 1: Gather clues and reading
“between the lines.”

» Step 2: Reaching conclusions based
evidence and reasoning (does it make
sense?)

Teach Inferences
from Simple fo Complex

.~ ) Inference = Finding the Clues

- .
R ¥
y
/
7z
From Simple to — Complex
Pictures/ Comics Sentences | Short Longer, Longer,
Advertis- paragraphs | more more
ments intricate intricate
passages — | passages -
fiction/ nonfiction
mysteries

Starting with Photogr

Asking Questions of Photographs

Prompts Answers

Whatdo | see? (What do you
observe? What else?)

What does it remind me of?
(Another image? A personal
experience?)

What s the artist’s purpose? (To
Analyze? Persuade? Express?
Document? Entertain?)

So what? (Why does it matter?
What s the significance?)

-
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Starting with Photographs

+ Whatdo you observe
in this picture?

* Whatdoes it remind
you of?

* Whatis the
photographer’s
purpose?

* Whatinferences can
you make based on
what you see in this
picture?

&

2016 The It

Starting with Photographs

+ Whatdo you observe
in this picture?

* Whatdoes it remind
you of?

* Whatis the
photographer’s
purpose?

* Whatinferences can
you make based on
what you see in this
picture?

2016 The Intite for th Professional Deveiopment of Adut Educators

Teaching Inferences with

Advertisements

= POURS

More peaple use Mortons

EMOTION |+ TECHNIQUE|

APPEAL| + [GIMMICK,

2016 The Intiute for the Professional Development of Aduk Eccators
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Uncool

Teaching Inferences with

Advertisements

EMOTION | + TECHNIQUE

APPEAL| + |GIMMICK.

Cool

2016 The Intiute for the Professional Development of Adul Edcators

Teaching with

Sample Questions

1.  Whydo you think
that John thinks he
knows where the
cheese puffs went?

2.  Why does Jon ask
Garfield to show
him his paws?

3. What does Garfield
mean when he
says, “The perfect
crime”?

2016 The Intite for th Professional Deveiopment of Adut Educators

Sample Questions

1. Whatdo you see?

2. Whatdo you know
about excuses on
not having your
homework done?

3. Whatdoes the
student mean when
he says, “I ate my
homework.”?

Teaching with Comics

waw martvbucellacom

"I ate my homework."

2016 The Intiute for the Professional Development of Aduk Eccators
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Teaching Inference with Editoria
Cartoons

= >
THE STEAM ROLLER

Making Inferences about Characters

Anne of Green Gables

Excerpt from
by L. M. Montgomery

D, She hestates to shere personat
ecail,

€ Previous | hext 3

2016 The Intite for th Professional Deveiopment of Adut Educators

Making Inferences about Chaire
4 N\
Facts About the What the
Character Character Says
Character's
Name
. Character's
Crgt:?c(’:;zrs Thoughts and
Feelings
\_
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Making Inferences about Charc

Fiction/Literary

* What does the character do?

» What does the character say or think?

» How do others feel about the character?

* How does the character change?

» What is the conflict that is expressed?

* What is the author’s theme or point of view?

Making Inferences about Characters

ipdae®?

Broken Promises

From the story, how would you
describe the wife’s feelings for her
husband?

* What does the character do?

« What does the character say or
think?

* How do others feel about the
character?

* How does the character change?

Who would you cast2

* Husband

» Wife

» Matthew

» Father

» Grandfather
» Castof...

Goonen 11



farest floor, =+ =
The fungus Science

make nests

0. unilater;
host, and ¥

e Content Subtopic Le.5:
3 2.g., invasive species, floo

g
lesartification) and extinction {e.q. cawses (human and natural) and effects)

Tropical rain forests contain diverse communities of
organisms with many Interesting relationships. Gne
such relationship connects parasitic fungl and their
Insect hosts. A type of parasitic fungus, called
Ophiocordyceps uniaterals, disperses spores onto the

1,02 Cite specifc textual evidence to support inferences, conclysions,
inside of a1 er analyses of technical texts, attending to the precise details of explonations o descriptions
reproduce. of a process, event, phenomenan, or concept

Deforestation, or clearing away trees, is occurring in

tropical rain forests.

Explain how deforestation could disrupt the life cycle of
rofyceps unilateralis in tropical rain forests.
Include multiple pieces of evidence from the text to

support your answer.

habitat destruction,

insect’s bra Depth of Knowledge (DOK) Level 3: In this item, test-takers are required to cite specific
such as wa  textual evidence and develop a logical argument, Tesl-takers must select and present

and humidi evidence from the stimukss and then produce o fne of reasor

insect bites responsa for this item. Test-takers must also use t
Then, the f cydes in order ko explain haw

hair understanding of ecosystems and life
deforestation can be distuplive. Because this item requires

Looking at Non-fiction

K may require

wose &

insect’s he:
bursts aper

i justif

ers use, produce, tify om
text into the presentation of the test takers” own ideas, this item has a DOK level of 3.
the Iife cvel Ttem Stem: Deforestation, or clearing away trees, is accurring in tropical rain forests:

Explain how deforestation could disrupt the life cycle of Ophiocordyceps unilateraiis in tropi-
cal rain farests. Include multiple pieces of evidence from the fext (o SUDGOIT your answer.

Velopment of Adul Educators

(1952).

The excerpt below |s from the U.S. Supreme Court decision In Foungstown Sheet & Tube Company et al, v, Sawyer

Looking at Non-ficti

| authorit

5 0

Constitution itself,

| [W]e cannat with Faithfuless ta our cont
Asrmed Farces has the Uitimate power as
labior disputes fram stopging production

congressional Interference with judicial po

MR, JUSTICE BLACK delivered the opinion of the Court,

issued an arder directing the Secretary of Commerce Lo Lake possession of
Mation's steel mills.

The Prasident's power, il Ny, Lo issue th Socal Studies Indicator $59.1.0: Deter

| W are asked to decide whether the President was acting within his constitutional power when he

Studies Content Subtopic CG.b.6;

Social
Sepwanin o pawers

and aperate most of the

| Based on this excerpt, what did the court want to
A, judicial interference with legislative power

B, executive interference with legisiative pov

congressional interference with executive

2016 The Intite for the Professional Deveiopment of Adul Educators

78 & Scprama Coust v
4 the Cour b o whet 12

e carehs exmiotion of
< s DOK vt 2.

It Says | Say And So

Read the Find information Consider what Put together the
question. from the text to you know about information from

help answer each | the information. the text with what

question — you know, then

paraphrase or answer the

quote answers question.

from text.
Why are forest For the last Less snowfall Dry conditions
fires on the several years, could mean dry resulting from a
increase in the precipitation conditions decrease in
Black Hills of amounts-- throughout the precipitation may
South Dakota? snowfall has Black Hills lead to conditions

decreased. that might make

fires more likely to
occur.

2016 The Intiute for the Professional Development of Aduk Eccators

Goonen

Is This What You Mean?

12



ipdae e, Is This What You Mean?

ItSays...lSay...And So

The excerpt belaw & from the U.S. Supreme Court decision in Youngstown Shoet & Tube Company ot . v. Sawyer

M. JUSTICE BLACK debwered th

What did the court | This is a job for The Constitution | The court wanted

want to prevent? | the Nation’s clearly shows a to ensure that the
lawmakers, not for | separation of President
its military power within the | (commander in
authorities. three branches of | chief) did not
government with | interfere with the
each branch rights of the
having it's own job | legislative branch
to do. in doing their job.

776 The Tt Tor e ProTesSoral Develapmen of Ak Eors

Using Infernal Questions

ipdae®?

What Happens When You Read?

While you read, your inside voice

* Makes guesses

< Finds connecting points

« Asks questions

« Makes predictions

« Personalizes the reading

« Uses background knowledge to interpret

Zimmerman and Hutchins, 2013

Using Internal Que:

ipdae¢”

The Rallying Power of Recorded Music
Released in 1984, “We Are the World” became the fastest-climbing record of
the decade. Four million copies were sold within six weeks. Profits from the
record, produced by big-name entertainers who volunteered, went to the USA
for Africa project. The marketplace success paled, however, next to the social
impact. The record’s message of the oneness of humankind inspired one of the
most massive outpouring of donations to date. Americans pumped $20 million
into USA for Africa in the first six weeks the record was out. Within months, $50
million in medical and financial support was en route to drought-stricken parts
of Africa. “We Are the World,” a single song, directly save lives.

The power of recorded music is not a recent phenomenon. In World War |,
“Over There” and other records reflected an enthusiasm for American
involvement in the war. Composers who felt strongly about the Vietham War
wrote songs that put their view on vinyl. “The Ballad of the Green Berets” cast
American soldiers in a heroic vein. “An Okee from Muskogee” glorified blind
patriotism. However, there were also numerous antiwar songs that showed
non-support of the war. Vivan, The Media

39

016 The Instu for the Professional Development of Adul Eccators
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Using Internal Questions

Internal Questions

* What does the title tell me?

» What background knowledge can | draw on to
understand this passage?

* What message does the author want me to
understand?

* What words helped me reach these conclusions?

» How can | explain these inferences to somebody
else?

Using Infernal Questions

What can we correctly infer?

1. “We Are the World” was the best-selling song of all time.

2. “We Are the World” would not have been as popular of a
song if the profits had not gone to a charitable cause.

3. Americans would not have contributed as much to the USA
for Africa had “We Are the World” not been recorded.

4. “Over There” was a patriotic song supporting U.S.
involvement in WWI.

5. During the Vietnam War, patriotic songs were more popular
than antiwar songs.

ipdae¢”

Teach students to . . .

1. Never lose sight of available information. As much
as possible, base your inferences on facts.

2. Use background information and experience to help
make inferences. The more you know about a subject,
the better your inferences are likely to be.

3. Consider the alternatives. Don’t simply accept the
first inference that comes to mind.

Goonen
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Getting Started

RESOURCES

ipdae®?

Check out a couple of IPDAE
resources for more on
inferences . . .

floridaipdae.org |

Resources

GED®/ABE Lesson Plans
— Themes in Short Stories
— Determining Meaning
and Making Inferences
— Interpreting
Photographs: A First
Step in Understanding
Texts
« GED® Prep E-Training
Modules
* More. ..

ENIE-ar-y

- .

floridaipdae.org | °

Now Happening . ..

- Coming soon . ..

GED® Preparation Train the Trainer
Workshops in RLA and Math

Grab and Gos - New format and new
content

Ongoing Webinar Wednesdays

Workshops for ABE Instructional and
Differentiated Instruction

Virtual Workshops

GED® E-Learning Modules — Science
and Math

More Webinar Wednesdays and
Grab and Gos!

Goonen
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www . floridaipdae.org

“The best professional development is
ongoing, experiential, collaborative, and
connected to and derived from working with
students.”

Edutopia 2014
fﬁg, Always here to assist!
Q,G\ The IPDAE Teamv

pmert of Adul Educators
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