
2018-19 

Building Capacity for Florida ABE/GED(r) 

Programs 1 

There Has to Be a Better Way                
Teaching Grammar and Structure in Context 

www.floridaipdae.org 

INSTITUTE FOR THE PROFESSIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT OF ADULT EDUCATORS 

2018-19 

Building Capacity for Florida ABE and GED ® Programs 

This training event is supported with federal funds as appropriated to the Florida Department of Education, Division of 

Career and Adult Education for the provision of state leadership professional development activities. 

Have you seen any of these problems lately? 

• Word Choice – Frequently Confused Words, 

Homonyms/Homophones, Contractions 

• Mechanics – Capitalization, Punctuation, and More! 

• Usage – Subject/Verb Agreement, Verb Tense, 

Pronoun Reference, and More! 

• Sentence Structure – Fragments, Run-ons, Comma 

Splices, Dangling Modifiers,  Word Order, Parallel 

Structure 

 

Grammar Gaffes! 
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CONVENTIONS OF STANDARD 

ENGLISH 

It’s All About the Frameworks, TABE 11/12, and the GED® Test 

Is it a Level E, M, D, or A? 

Identify the correct level 

that each of the TABE 

11/12 questions in the 

area of standard English 

conventions assesses.  

 

Do you know the skill level? 
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If we’ve been teaching this, at the 
correct level . . .  
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NRS LEVEL 1 NRS LEVEL 2 NRS LEVEL 3 NRS LEVEL 4 

GE: 0.0-1.9 GE: 2.0-3.9 GE: 4.0-5.9 GE: 6.0-8.9 

CCR.LA.ABE.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
1.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions 
of standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking. 

a) Print all upper- and lowercase letters. 

b) Use common, proper, and possessive nouns. 

c) Use singular and plural nouns with matching 
verbs in basic sentences (e.g., He hops; We 
hop). 

d) Use personal, possessive, and indefinite 
pronouns (e.g., I, me, my; they, them, their; 
anyone, everything). 

e) Use verbs to convey a sense of past, 
present, and future (e.g., Yesterday I walked 
home; Today I walk home; Tomorrow I will walk 
home). 

f) Use frequently occurring adjectives. 

g) Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs. 

h) Use frequently occurring conjunctions (e.g., 
and, but, or, so, because). 

i) Use determiners (e.g., articles, 
demonstratives). 

j) Use frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., 
during, beyond, toward). 

k) Understand and use question words 
(interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where, when, 
why, how). 

l) Produce and expand complete simple and 
compound declarative, interrogative, imperative, 
and exclamatory sentences in response to 
prompts 

1.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions 
of standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking. 

a) Use collective nouns (e.g., group). 

b) Explain the function of nouns, pronouns, 
verbs, adjectives, and adverbs in general and 
their functions in particular sentences. 

c) Form and use regular and irregular plural 
nouns. 

d) Use reflexive pronouns (e.g., myself, 
ourselves). 

e) Form and use the past tense of frequently 
occurring irregular verbs (e.g., sat, hid, told). 

f) Use abstract nouns (e.g., childhood). 

g) Form and use regular and irregular verbs. 

h) Form and use the simple (e.g., I walked; I 
walk; I will walk) verb tenses. 

i) Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent 
agreement. 

j) Form and use comparative and superlative 
adjectives and adverbs, and choose between 
them depending on what is to be modified. 

k) Use coordinating and subordinating 
conjunctions. 

l) Produce simple, compound, and complex 
sentences. 

m) Produce, expand, and rearrange complete 
simple and compound sentences (e.g., The boy 
watched the movie; The little boy watched the 
movie; The action movie was watched by the 
little boy).  

1.3 Demonstrate command of the conventions 
of standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking. 

a) Explain the function of conjunctions, 
prepositions, and interjections in general and 
their function in particular sentences. 

b) Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, 
which, that) and relative adverbs (where, when, 
why). 

c) Form and use the progressive (e.g., I was 
walking; I am walking; I will be walking) verb 
tenses. 

d) Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) 
to convey various conditions. 

e) Form and use the perfect (e.g., I had walked; 
I have walked; I will have walked) verb tenses. 

f) Use verb tense to convey various times, 
sequences, states, and conditions. 

g) Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in 
verb tense. 

h) Order adjectives within sentences according 
to conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag 
rather than a red small bag). 

i) Form and use prepositional phrases. 

j) Use correlative conjunctions (e.g., either/or, 
neither/nor). 

k) Produce complete sentences, recognizing 
and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-
ons. 

l) Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., 
to, too, two; there, their).  

1.4 Demonstrate command of the conventions 
of standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking. 

a) Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case 
(subjective, objective, and possessive). 

b) Use intensive pronouns. 

c) Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in 
pronoun number and person. 

d) Recognize and correct vague or unclear 
pronouns. 

e) Recognize variations from standard English in 
their own and others’ writing and speaking, and 
identify and use strategies to improve expression 
in conventional language.  

f) Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, 
participles, infinitives) in general and their function 
in particular sentences. 

g) Form and use verbs in the active and passive 
voice. 

h) Form and use verbs in the indicative, 
imperative, interrogative, conditional, and 
subjunctive mood.  

i) Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in 
verb voice and mood. 

j) Explain the function of phrases and clauses in 
general and their function in specific sentences. 

k) Choose among simple, compound, complex, 
and compound-complex sentences to signal 
differing relationships among ideas. 

l) Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, 
recognizing and correcting misplaced and dangling 
modifiers.  

CCR.LA.ABE.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

NRS LEVEL 1 NRS LEVEL 2 NRS LEVEL 3 NRS LEVEL 4 

GE: 0.0-1.9 GE: 2.0-3.9 GE: 4.0-5.9 GE: 6.0-8.9 

2.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions 

of standard English capitalization, punctuation, 

and spelling when writing. 

a) Capitalize the first word in a sentence and 

the pronoun I. 

b) Capitalize dates and names of people. 

c) Recognize and name end punctuation. 

d) Use end punctuation for sentences. 

e) Use commas in dates and to separate single 

words in a series. 

f) Write a letter or letters for most consonant 

and short-vowel sounds (phonemes). 

g) Spell simple words phonetically, drawing on 

knowledge of sound-letter relationships.  

h) Use conventional spelling for words with 

common spelling patterns and for frequently 

occurring irregular words. 

i) Spell untaught words phonetically, drawing on 

phonemic awareness and spelling conventions.  

2.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions 

of standard English capitalization, punctuation, 

and spelling when writing. 

a) Capitalize holidays, product names, and 

geographic names. 

b) Capitalize appropriate words in titles. 

c) Use commas in greetings and closings of 

letters. 

d) Use commas in addresses. 

e) Use commas and quotation marks in 

dialogue. 

f) Use an apostrophe to form contractions and 

frequently occurring possessives. 

g) Form and use possessives. 

h) Use conventional spelling for high-frequency 

and other studied words and for adding suffixes 

to base words (e.g., sitting, smiled, cries, 

happiness). 

i) Generalize learned spelling patterns when 

writing words (e.g., cage → badge; boy → boil). 

j) Use spelling patterns and generalizations 

(e.g., word families, position-based 

spellings, syllable patterns, ending rules, 

meaningful word parts) in writing words.  

k) Consult reference materials, including 

beginning dictionaries, as needed to check and 

correct spellings. 

2.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions 

of standard English capitalization, punctuation, 

and spelling when writing. 

a) Use correct capitalization. 

b) Use commas and quotation marks to mark 

direct speech and quotations from a text. 

c) Use punctuation to separate items in a 

series. 

d) Use a comma to separate an introductory 

element from the rest of the sentence. 

e) Use a comma to set off the words yes and no 

(e.g., Yes, thank you), to set off a tag question 

from the rest of the sentence (e.g., It’s true, isn’t 

it?), and to indicate direct address (e.g., Is that 

you, Steve?). 

f) Use underlining, quotation marks, or italics to 

indicate titles of works. 

g) Use a comma before a coordinating 

conjunction in a compound sentence. 

h) Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, 

consulting references as needed.  

  

2.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions 

of standard English capitalization, punctuation, 

and spelling when writing. 

a) Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, 

ellipsis, dashes) to set off 

nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements.  

b) Use a comma to separate coordinate 

adjectives (e.g., It was a fascinating, enjoyable 

movie but not He wore an old[,] green shirt). 

c) Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission. 

d) Spell correctly.  

TABE 11/12 Language – Conventions assessed at all levels 

Levels L, E, M, D, A  

• Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.  

Level E  

• 2.L.6 Use words and phrases, including using adjectives and 
adverbs 

Level M 

• 5.L.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when 
writing, speaking, reading, or listening 

Level D 

• 6.L.3 and 7.L.3 Use knowledge of language and its 
conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening 

 

Then, we have a natural progression 
to our assessment tools 
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What percentage of the TABE 11/12 

Language standards assess the conventions of 

standard English? 

• Level L – 66% 

• Level E – 48% 

• Level M – 44% and 5% Knowledge of 

Language 

• Level D – 44% and 10% Knowledge of 

Language 

• Level A – 52% 

It’s Important! 
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GED® RLA Assessment Targets 
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GED Testing Service® Assessment Guide for Educators 
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• Use varied sentence 

structure that provides a 

level of fluency in the 

response 

• Demonstrate 

competency of 

conventions 

• Limit errors in mechanics 

and usage by editing as 

needed 

GED® Test – Trait 3 of Constructed 
Response 
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INTEGRATING RESEARCH-

BASED STRATEGIES 

We know the skills, how do we teach them? 
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How did you 

learn grammar 

skills and 

sentence 

structure? 

A Walk Down Memory Lane 
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Over a century 

of research and 

250 research-

based studies 

(elementary 

through college) 

show . . .  

 

Integrating Research-Based 
Instruction 
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How’s Your Rote Memory? 
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Making Connections 
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A Better Way to Teach 

Grammar                 

(standard English skills) 

• Contextualize  

• Show how it will be 

used  

• Use authentic 
materials 
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Teaching 

grammar as a 

product 

 (helps learners 

to notice and to 

structure by 

focusing on 

specified forms 

and meanings)  

Teaching 

grammar as a 

process 

 (gives learners 

practice in the 

skills of 

language use, 

allowing them to 

“proceduralize” 

their 

knowledge) 

Teaching 

grammar as a 

skill 

 (guides learners 

to utilize 

grammar for 

their own 

communication) 

Teaching grammar in context 
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Systematic practice in 
sentence combining 
increases students’ 
knowledge of syntactic 
structures, as well as 
improving the quality of 
their sentences 

— Hillocks and Smith (2015) 
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Plan ahead when visiting Big Bear Lake, California. 

You don’t want to sleep at a rest stop. You don’t want 

to use railroad ties for firewood. Big Bear Lake is near 

San Diego. It is near Los Angeles. It is near Las Vegas. 

There are many campsites. There are lodges. There 

are RV parks. They fill up fast. There are hiking trails. 

Bring sturdy shoes. Sandals are not great for hiking. 

There’s a lake at Big Bear Lake. Big Bear Lake is at 

7,000 feet above sea level. The water is cold. 

Swimming is discouraged. Boating is encouraged. 

Fishing is encouraged. Kayaking is encouraged. 

 
Sentence Combining Made Easy: ELA Common Core Lesson Plans 

Look Familiar? 
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Sentence Combining – the act of making one                           
smoother, more detailed sentence out of                          
two or more short, choppy sentences.  

 

Benefits 

• Improves sentence variety  and effectiveness 

• Increases an awareness of writer motivations and reader 
responses 

• Helps convey different ideas 

• Assists in the use of the grammar in context 

• Fosters revision skills 

• Can teach: a part of speech, sentence patterns, 
rhetorical effect (style) of sentences 

Graham, Gillespie, Saddler, Hillocks  

Benefits of Sentence Combining 
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• Explain that this activity will help students write more 

interesting sentences that sound better to readers 

• Share that good writers often work with their 

sentences to make them sound better 

• Discuss that there will be more than one answer 

• Explain that mistakes are expected 

• Keep sessions  short – no more than 10-15 minutes, 

several times per week for an extended period 

• Make sessions fun 

How to introduce SC 
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Ways to Combine Sentences 
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Series of words or 
phrases 

Compound 
subjects and/or 

verbs 
Key word(s) 

Phrases 
Compound or 

complex 
sentences 
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Let’s Combine! 
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•Meditation can help you relax. 

•Meditation is a technique. 

•The technique can be learned. 

Let’s Combine! 
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•Meditation can help you relax. 

•Meditation is a technique. 

•The technique can be learned. 

Meditation, a relaxation 
technique, can be learned. 
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• Some people argue that pets are a 
waste of time and money. 

• Pets can actually alleviate stress. 

• Pets can increase the longevity of their 
owners. 

Let’s Combine! 
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• Some people argue that pets are a waste of time 

and money. 

• Pets can actually alleviate stress. 

• Pets can increase the longevity of their owners. 

Let’s Combine! 
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Although people may argue that pets 
are a waste of time and money, pet 
owners exhibit less stress and a longer 
lifespan. 
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Let’s Combine! 
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Clarity 

Emphasis 

Rhythm 

An Introduction to Sentence Combining - 

https://www.thoughtco.com/an-introduction-to-

sentence-combining-1692421 

• Shannon studied hard. 

• She wanted to go to medical school. 

• She suffered from arthritis. 

 

Let’s Combine! 
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• Shannon studied hard. 

• She wanted to go to medical school. 

• She suffered from arthritis. 

 

Even though she suffered unbearably 
from arthritis, Shannon worked diligently 
so that she could attend medical school. 

Let’s Combine! 
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• Sometimes students use texting to 
share answers. 

• The answers are for a test. 

• Sharing answers isn’t fair to other 
students. 

 

 

 

 

Let’s Combine! 
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• Sometimes students use texting to share answers. 

• The answers are for a test. 

• Sharing answers isn’t fair to other students. 

 

Sharing answers for a test through 
texting is not fair. 

 

 

Let’s Combine! 
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• The boy struggled to ride his bike. 

• The boy is four years old and he is 

feisty. 

• The bike is new and it is a light blue 

color. 

• The boy received the bike for his 

birthday. 

• He struggled for two hours. 

• However, he was unsuccessful in 

riding the bike. 

 

Let’s Combine! 
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• The boy struggled to ride his bike. 

• The boy is four years old and he is feisty. 

• The bike is new and it is a light blue color. 

• The boy received the bike for his birthday. 

• He struggled for two hours. 

• However, he was unsuccessful in riding the bike. 

 

The feisty, four-year-old boy struggled 
unsuccessfully for two hours to ride his 
new, light blue, birthday bike. 

Let’s Combine! 
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Use a colon to effectively combine the 
following sentences. 

 

• The principal made one request. 

• The request was simple. 

• The request was to leave cell phones 
at home. 

 

Teaching Punctuation through 
Sentence Sets 
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• The principal made one request. 

• The request was simple. 

• The request was to leave cell phones at home. 

 

Which is correct? 

• The principal made one simple request: 

Leave your cell phones at home.  

• The principal made one simple request: 

leave your cell phones at home. 

 

Teaching Punctuation through 
Sentence Sets 
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• Start with an intriguing or thought-

provoking sentence from what 

students are reading (either fiction 

or non-fiction). 

• Break the sentence into kernel 

sentences to create a SC practice 

exercise. 

• Ask students to combine the 

sentences and respond to the idea 

of the constructed sentences. 

Going the Next Step 
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• I have thought of something. 

• I have always thought of it. 

• I have thought a man was entitled in 
this country. 

• He was entitled to have opinions. 

• The opinions are unpopular. 

 

 

 

Combining Sentences from 
Literature 
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• I have thought of something. 

• I have always thought of it. 

• I have thought a man was entitled in this country. 

• He was entitled to have opinions. 

• The opinions are unpopular. 

 

“I have always thought that a man was 
entitled to have unpopular opinions in 
this country.” 

  12 Angry Men – Reginald Rose 

 

 

Combining Sentences from 
Literature 
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Run-on sentences are also a problem. How 

would you break apart the following 

sentence? 

 

When the weather was nice, the two women 

would drink their aunt’s peach tea and sit in 

the garden having long, meandering 

conversations, while their children played 

noisily in the backyard, enjoying the few 

remaining days of summer.  

Let’s Break It Apart! 
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TABE 11/12 Level E 

Grammar in Context – Look 
familiar? 
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TABE 11/12 Level A 

Look familiar? 
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TEACH GRAMMAR WITHIN THE 

WRITER’S WORKSHOP 

“Getting the Grammar In through Mini-Workshops” 
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“Grammar is the skunk at the garden party 
of language arts.” 

NCTE Assembly for the Teaching of English Grammar (ATEG) 

from the Introduction to Grammar Alive! A Guide for 

Teachers 
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A Structure for Grammar Mini-Lessons 

Process for Teaching Grammar in 
Context 
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Notice it 
and Name it  

Try it 
(Experience 

the skill) 
Apply it 



2018-19 

Building Capacity for Florida ABE/GED(r) 

Programs 22 

Day One – Notice it and Name it 

• Introduce the convention by showing students examples from 
authentic (mentor) text(s) 

• Have students determine the conventions used 

• Study and find additional examples 

Day Two – Try it (Experience the skill) 

• Review the convention 

• Complete examples as a group 

• Integrate skills into personal writing (have students go back to an old 
piece of writing and determine whether they used the convention 
correctly and/or correct where they used it incorrectly and/or insert 
an example of the skill used correctly 

Day Three – Apply it! 

• Review the convention 

• Have students weave the skill into their own, current writing. 

• Have students transfer the skill into new drafts and writing samples 

 

A Three Day Mini-Lesson 
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There’s nothing better than                    
real-world examples  
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What are the “commas” doing? 

 

“When you write, punctuation marks, like 

commas, are the road signs that guide the 

reader, and you wouldn’t be understood 

without them. Get the commas right, and the 

rest will fall into place. How can something so 

small, so innocuous, and so simple be so 

important?” 

Patricia O’Conner, Woe Is I 

Notice it and Name it  

45 2018-19 The Institute for the Professional Development of Adult Educators 

46 2018-19 The Institute for the Professional Development of Adult Educators 

ists 
Use commas to separate lists of 
three or more items. 
 

ntroductions 
Place a comma before 
elements that precede the 
subject. 

xtra information 

Divide extra (non-essential 
information of all kinds with a 
comma on each side of the 
extra information). 

entences 
Divide independent clauses 
(sentences) with a comma and 
a conjunction). 

Notice it and Name it  
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Punctuation - Comma Overuse 

 

 

 

 

 

Because they want to be 
correct, sometimes, people 
put extra commas, in 
sentences, by mistake, to 
add, extra information. 
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Notice it and Name it  

Who is the guilty one? 

• Cora claimed Frank planned the murder. 

• Cora, claimed Frank, planned the murder. 

 

Did Augie quit talking or quit his job? 

• Augie quit saying he was looking for another 

job. 

• Augie quit, saying he was looking for 

another job. 
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Notice it and Name it  
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Create a chart, such as the following, and place it on 

chart paper or on the board. Provide students with 

authentic documents, such as letters, memos, and 

emails. Have students locate different types of 

sentences that use commas correctly.  

 

Note: You may want to include only the uses studied 

and/or add other basic punctuations marks, such as 

end punctuation, to add review to the task. 
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Notice it and Name it  

Lists Introductions Extra 
information 

Sentences 
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Try it with authentic texts  
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Apply it!  

Have students  

• write a few sentences, a paragraph, a short 

opinion or argumentative essay. Have students 

focus on incorporating the selected grammar 

skill. 

• re-read a recent piece of writing and revise it 

by correctly adding commas. 

• edit another person’s work for comma usage. 

• create real-world documents (advertisement, 

email, text, introduction of themselves, etc.). 

Problem Rule                               

(in your own words) 

Write a sentence using 

the rule. 

Commas Always put a comma 

after different words in 

a series. 

I will need to order more 

plates, napkins, and 

toothpicks. 

  

      

  

  

Apply it! My Personal Grammar 
Journal 
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Making It Personal 
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Dear John: 

I want a man who knows what love is all 

about. You are generous, kind, thoughtful. 

People who are not like you admit to being 

useless and inferior. You have ruined me for 

other men. I yearn for you. I have no feelings 

whatsoever when we're apart. I can be 

forever happy--will  you let me be yours? 

Gloria 
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Commas Can Make the 
Difference!  

Dear John: 

I want a man who knows what love is. All 

about you are generous, kind, thoughtful 

people, who are not like you. Admit to being 

useless and inferior. You have ruined me. For 

other men, I  yearn. For you, I have no feelings 

whatsoever.  When we're apart, I can be 

forever happy. Will you let me be? 

Yours,  

Gloria 
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Commas Can Make the 
Difference!  
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TABE 11/12 Level M 
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Grammar in Context – Look 
familiar? 

TABE 11/12 Level D 
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Grammar in Context – Look 
familiar? 
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GED® Test 
Technology 
Enhanced 

Items 
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Grammar in Context – Look 
familiar? 

Think of a type of writing that 

you teach. 

What are 2-3 convention skills 

that your students need in 

order to be successful with this 

type of writing? 

 

Example: narrative writing at ABE 
levels 1 and 2  

• Capitalization 

• End punctuation that matches 
types of sentences 

• Commas in a series 
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Name that Idea!  
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• Integrate grammar as part of 
the writing process/craft. 

• Terminology is useful for 

describing and explaining 
sentences, not for writing and 

reading them. 

• Guide students through activities in sentence 
combining, sentence expanding, and sentence 

manipulating. 

• Give plenty of opportunities for writing for real 
audiences and real purposes. 

 

 

Summing It Up:                                                 
8 Tips for Teaching Grammar 
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• Read aloud to students and 
provide time for them to read. 

This assists them in hearing 
effective writing. 

• Let students become sentence 

collectors.  

• Lead exercises in sentence imitation using mentor 
sentences from authentic text. 

• Study language as a whole. 

Bernadette Simpson, “8 Tips for Teaching Grammar                              
without a Worksheet” 
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Summing It Up:                                                 
8 Tips for Teaching Grammar 
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RESOURCES FROM FLORIDA 

IPDAE 

http://floridaipdae.org/ 
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Grammar PowerPoints for the Classroom 
http://www.chompchomp.com/presentations.htm 

 

Teaching that Makes Sense 
https://www.ttms.org/ 

 

Quill  
https://www.quill.org/tools/connect 

 

University of West Florida 
https://uwf.edu/cassh/support-resources/the-uwf-
writing-lab/expand-your-skills/mini-lessons-for-
grammar/ 
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ABE Lesson Plans 

• Combining Sentences 

• Passive and Active Voice 

GED Lesson Plans 

• Analyzing Your Own Writing 

• Finding Errors in Real-World Materials 

ESOL Lesson Plans 

• How to Use Editing Marks to Improve Your 
Writing 

ESOL Toolkit  

• Grammar Fun and Activities 

• Career Exploration for the ESOL Classroom 
(selected scenarios and accompanying 
activities) 
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Resources 

Check out the IPDAE Website for more . . . 

Webinars 

• From Words to Sentences and 

Beyond: Common Problems and 

Fixes 

Videos  

• Sentence Building at the Ground 

Level 

• Sentence Strips – Let’s Organize! 

More Resources 
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More coming your way in 2018-19! 
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2016-17 The Institute for the Professional Development of Adult Educators 
65 
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“The best professional development 

is ongoing, experiential, collaborative, 

and connected to and derived from 

working with students.” 
Edutopia 2014 

Always here to assist! 

 
The IPDAE Team 

 

www.floridaipdae.org 
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