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DEVELOPMENT OF ADULT EDUCATORS 
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Building Capacity for Florida ABE and GED ® Programs 

This training event is supported with federal funds as appropriated to the Florida Department of Education, Division of 

Career and Adult Education for the provision of state leadership professional development activities. 

Objectives 

In this session, we will explore: 

• Changes in the TABE® 11/12  

• Tools for getting started 

• Necessity of a standards-

based curriculum 

• Resources 
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“It’s essential to keep rigorous content standards at the heart of 
instructional planning, delivery, and evaluation.”  
Christopher Coro, Deputy Director of the Division of Adult Education and Literacy, OCTAE 
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What Would Like to Know? 

• New standards 

• National College- and Career-Readiness (CCR) Standards 

• New test length 

• Only one test length; no Survey and Complete Battery 

• New item types  

• Multiple choice, gridded response, drag and drop, select 
text, multiple-select, evidence-based selected response 

• Standard accessibility tools 

• Changes to Math sections 

• Only one Math test; standards focus on Applied Math 

• Scale Scores (no GLEs) 

• No Spanish-language version 
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TABE 11 and 12 Overview 
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It is a longer assessment 
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Top 3 Tools that Guide the Way 

 

 

• TABE 11&12 Blueprints 
www.tabetest.com/resources-
2/testing-information/blue-prints/  

• TABE 11&12 Sample Practice Items 
www.tabetest.com/resources-
2/testing-information/tabe-1112-
practice/   

• TABE 11&12 Online Tools Training 
www.tabetest.com/resources-
2/testing-information/online-tools-
training/ 

Getting Started 
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TABE 11/12 BLUEPRINTS 

It’s All About the College and Career Readiness Standards 
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Aligned to new NRS descriptors 
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TABE Level CCR Level  NRS Level 

L A Beginning ABE Literacy 

E B Beginning Basic Education 

M C  Low Intermediate Basic Education 

D D High Intermediate Basic Education 

A E (9/10) Low Adult Secondary Education 

A E (11/12) High Adult Secondary Education 
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• 42 test items 

• Four to nine reading passages (dependent on level)  

• 120 minutes (test divided into two parts due to time 

length) 

• Parts can be administered separately 

• More non-fiction passages (social studies, science, 

technical) 

• Inclusion of evidence-based, two-part questions on 

Levels E, M, D, and A 

 

Overview of Reading 
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Overview of Reading Content 
Areas 
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Level L Level E Level M Level D Level A 

Phonological 
Awareness 

23% 

Phonics and 
Word 
Recognition 

23% 16% 

Key Ideas and 
Details 

28% 37% 47% 47% 47% 

Craft and 
Structure 

16% 32% 42% 38% 42% 

Integration of 
Knowledge 
and Ideas 

10% 15% 11% 15% 11% 
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Reading Foundations (RF) Anchors Standards 0.0 – 5.9 
CCR.RF.ABE.1: Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes). 

(Phonological Awareness) 
CCR.R.ABE.2: Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 
CCR.RF.ABE.3: Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. Fluency) 

 
Reading (RE) Anchor Standards  
CCR.RE.ABE.1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; 

cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.  
CCRE.RE.ABE.2: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the 

key supporting details and ideas.   
CCR.RE.ABE.3: Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a 

text. 
CCR.RE.ABE.4: Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, 

connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.  
CCR.RE.ABE.5:  Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger 

portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.  
CCR.RE.ABE.6: Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.  

CCR.RE.ABE.7: Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually 
and quantitatively, as well as in words.  

CCR. RE.ABE.8: Delineate and evaluate the argument on specific claims in a text, including the validity of the 
reasoning as well as relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

CCR.RE.ABE.9: Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or 
to compare the approaches the authors take. 

CCR.RE.ABE.10: Read and comprehend complex literary and informational text independently and 
proficiently. 

 

Look Familiar? 
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What does this mean for the 
classroom? 

• Close reading strategies 

are explicitly taught 

• Complex nonfiction and 

fiction text used 

• Reading skill levels 

increased 

• Text-dependent questions 

are used 

• Activities require that 

students use complex 

thinking skills in order to 

derive meaning from text 

2018-19 The Institute for the Professional Development of Adult Educators 12 
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• 40 test items 

• 60 minutes 

• Technology-enhanced items beginning at Level E 

• Incorporates skills of standard English conventions, 

vocabulary, spelling 

• No writing test, but elements of writing skills are 

assessed 

• Inclusion of passages 

 

Overview of Language 
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Overview of Language Content 
Areas 
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Note: they match the domains of the CCR Standards/Florida Curriculum Frameworks 

Level L Level E Level 
M 

Level D Level A 

Conventions of 
Standard English 

66% 48% 44% 44% 52% 

Vocabulary 
Acquisition and Use 

34% 22% 26% 23% 23% 

Text Types and 
Purposes 

30% 25% 23% 25% 

Knowledge of 
Language 

5% 10% 



2018-19 

Building Capacity for Florida ABE/GED(r) 

Programs 8 

Language Arts Anchor Standards 

  

CCR.LA.ABE.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

  

CCR.LA.ABE.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

  

CCR.LA.ABE.3: Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different 

contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when 

reading or listening. 

  

CCR.LA.ABE.4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 

phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and 

specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 

  

CCR.LA.ABE.5: Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 

nuances in word meanings. 

  

CCR.LA.ABE.6: Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific 

words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and 

career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when 

encountering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 
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Look Familiar? 

What does this mean for the 
classroom? 

• Skills in the conventions of 

standard English are taught in 

context 

• Writing at the sentence, 

paragraph, and longer texts 

are developed 

• Editing and revision skills are 

essential 

• Reading, writing, speaking, and 

listening skills are integrated 

• Activities require that students 

use complex thinking skills 

2018-19 The Institute for the Professional Development of Adult Educators 16 



2018-19 

Building Capacity for Florida ABE/GED(r) 

Programs 9 

• 40 test items 

• 75 minutes 

• Calculator available for Part 2 of the test on Forms 

M, D, and A 

• Elimination of separate computation and applied 

math tests 

• Formulas/conversions appear as part of a question, 

rather than a formula sheet 

• Application oriented (real-world) 

• Item sets integrated by contexts appropriate for 

adults 

 

Overview of Mathematics 
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Overview of Mathematics Content 
Areas 
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Level L Level E Level M Level D Level A 

Measurement and Data 11% 28% 15% 

Numbers and Operations in Base Ten 40% 16% 15% 

Numbers and Operations - Fractions 12% 20% 

Operations and Algebraic Thinking 38% 22% 12% 

Geometry 11% 10% 10% 18% 15% 

Expressions and Equations 15% 18% 

Ratios and Proportional Relationships 3% 10% 

Statistics and Probability 5% 22% 16% 

The Number System 5% 21% 

Functions 5% 11% 28% 

Numbers and Quantity 13% 

Algebra 28% 

Math practices are not directly assessed, but they build the skills necessary to master the standards that the TABE 11/12 covers 
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Adult Basic Education – Mathematics Domains 

Look Familiar? 
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• Work on math concepts and skills that 

are aligned with the CCR standards 

• Focus on problem solving through 

different types of mathematical 

operations 

• Cover content at the appropriate 

grade level 

• Integrate mathematical practices  

• Use math tools 

• Focus on the “whys” of math – from 

concrete to abstract 

• Incorporate real-world application 

What does this mean for the 
classroom? 

2018-19 The Institute for the Professional Development of Adult Educators 20 
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TABE 11 and 12 Individual Profile 
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Pages 2 and 3 of Individual 

Profile Report 

TABE 11 and 12 Individual Profile 

22 
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Can teachers cover 
practice test items in 

class? 

Sample test items are available on the DRC 

website and by participating in the Online Tools 

Training. 
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Another Tool: Sample Practice Test 
Items 

TABE 11/12 Practice items 
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DRC INSIGHT Examinee 

Access 

2018 The Institute for the Professional Development of Adult Educators 

Access to Tutorial 

https://www.drcedirect.com
/all/eca-portal-
ui/welcome/TABE 
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Technology-Enhanced Interface 
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Part A: Answer a question about the 
passage Part B: Provide evidence to 

support your answer to Part A 

Evidence-Based Selected 
Response 
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Multi-Select Items 
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Drag and Drop 
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QUICK 

NAVIGATION 
Move to any item 

or passage with 

one click 

TESTING TOOLS 
Customized by 

item 

TIMER 
HELP 

TOOLS 

REVIEW 

TEST 

PROGRESS 

PAUSE 

TEST 

FLAG 

ITEM 

FOR 

REVIEW 

OPTIONS 
Color Choices 

Contrasting 

Color 
Reverse 

Contrast 

Masking 

Audio Settings 

BACK AND 

NEXT 
NAVIGATION 

Test-Taker Tools 
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Test-Taker Tools 
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• Line Guide 

• Highlighter 

• Cross Off 

• Magnifier/Zoom 

• Sticky Notes 

• Calculators 

• Color Choices 

• Contrasting Colors 

• Reverse Contrast 

• Masking 

• Text-to-Speech (English) 

• Online Large Print 

• Mark for Review 

• Pause Test 

• Mathematics Formula 
Sheet 

• Ruler (inches and 
centimeter) 

• Protractor (M Level Only) 

Multiple tools 
may be used 

simultaneously 
 

Test-Taker Tools 
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Standard View 

1.5x Magnification  

2x Magnification  

Magnifier 
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Scientific Calculator 
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Color Overlays 
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Contrasting Color Combinations 
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Color Contrast 

Original Item 

Item with Reverse                            
Contrast 
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Item with Masking 

Original Item 

The test taker can place a mask over any 

portion of the screen. Multiple masks can 

be used simultaneously to customize the 

viewing area.  

 

Masking 
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Audio 

settings for 

Volume, 

Speed, and 

Follow 

Along 

Follow Along 

highlighting 

of words as 

they are 

spoken 

Stop, 

Starting 

Points, and 

Play/Pause 

controls 

Text-to-Speech Audio 
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In Help mode, the 

test-taker can 

click or tap on 

any object that 

has a question 

mark (e.g., Line 

Guide) to open 

contextual help 

for that object 

Content-Sensitive Help Screens 
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There’s More . . .  

40 

Quick Start Guide On-Demand Training Videos 

2018-19 The Institute for the Professional Development of Adult Educators 
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Think About It! 

So, what is a standards-

based instructional 

program? 

What does it look in our 

GED®, ABE, and ESL 

classrooms? 

Am I already 

implementing this type of 

program? 

Do I have the appropriate 

instructional materials? 

2018-19 The Institute for the Professional Development of Adult Educators 41 

• Do I have a set of standards for instructional practices 
and do I communicate them? (Am I using the Florida 
Curriculum Frameworks to drive instruction?)  

• Do I use a variety of interest-engaging advance 
organizers? 

• Do I maintain a focus on essential content that meets 
intended learning outcomes?  

• Do I make use of previews at the beginning of class and 
reviews at the end of class?  

• Do I apply adult learning principles to engage adult 
students?  

 

Engaging Adult Learners: Philosophy, Principles and Practices                   
Jim Bryson (2013) 

 

Questions to Keep in Mind 
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• Do I have ways to encourage and reward participation 
in class? 

• Do I make use of active learning group exercises to 
facilitate collaboration?  

• Do I evaluate higher-order learning and thinking, such as 
problem solving, critical thinking, and inquiry skills, rather 
than memorization skills?  

• Do I use a process approach to assignments where that 
is appropriate?  

 

 

 

Engaging Adult Learners: Philosophy, Principles and Practices                   
Jim Bryson (2013) 
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Questions to Keep in Mind 

Remember, the TABE 11/12 is 

aligned with the College and 

Career Readiness Standards.  

 

If you are teaching a 

standards-based curriculum 

based on the Florida 

Curriculum Frameworks, you 

are already teaching the skills 

assessed by the new test. 

Remember . . .  

2018-19 The Institute for the Professional Development of Adult Educators 44 
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• Focus on the CCR standards in your classroom 

(Florida Curriculum Frameworks)  

– Expand depth of knowledge and increase rigor 

– Increase complexity of reading texts 

– Teach a contextualized approach to standard English 
conventions 

– Begin teaching geometric and algebraic reasoning skills 
early  

• Develop and/or locate materials that meet 

standards not covered in enough by published 

materials  

 

 

Take-Aways 
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• Access and review the: TABE 11&12 Blueprints, TABE 

11&12 Sample Practice Items, TABE 11&12 Online 

Tools Training 

• Help students to understand TABE 11/12 test format 

and structure through accessing the online tutorials 

• Develop and/or find practice materials that mimic 

TABE 11/12 format 

• Identify alignment of current materials to TABE 11/12 
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Take-Aways 
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RESOURCES AND WEBSITES 

For Your Professional Development File 

2018-19 The Institute for the Professional Development of Adult Educators 47 

http://www.fldoe.org/academics/

career-adult-edu/adult-edu/ 

Where the Florida Curriculum 
Frameworks Live 
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Want to learn more about the 

College and Career Readiness 

Standards for Adult Education?  

CCRS Reference Report 

https://lincs.ed.gov/publicati

ons/pdf/CCRStandardsAdult

Ed.pdf 

https://lincs.ed.gov/publicati

ons/pdf/SustainingStandards-

BasedEd.pdf 

2018-19 The Institute for the Professional Development of Adult Educators 49 

Publishers have aligned their materials to the TABE 11/12 

Resources 
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IPDAE Resources 

 Workshops 
 E-Learning Modules (GED, CCRS – ELA                   

and Math, CASAS, TABE) 
 Lesson Plans (aligned to the standards) 
 Grab and Gos (videos)  
 Webinar Wednesdays 
 Toolkits 
 Florida’s Instructor Handbook for GED® 

Preparation 

 Career Exploration 
 Link 
 
 
 
 

 

http://floridaipdae.org/ 
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More  on integrating the  

TABE into your classroom 


