
2015 The Institute for the Professional Development of Adult Educators

ESOL and the Florida College 

and Career Readiness 

Standards 

www.floridaipdae.org



Objectives 

Examine the changes in the Advanced 

ESOL standards

Examine the CCR standards and identify 

linkages

Analyze the three key shifts for 

ELA/Literacy

Examine the instructional implications for 

Advanced ESOL

Review information and resources to 

support teachers
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It’s All About the Learner
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What academic knowledge and skills are you 

expecting your ESOL students possess upon 

completing the program? 

– in reading

– in writing

– in speaking and listening

– in language 
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It’s All About the Learner
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“The adult education system 

cannot stand still while the 

world around us is changing.” 

Cheryl Keenan, Director of Adult Education 

and Literacy, OVAE: NCFL 2013 

Because we believe in adult learners . . .
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CCRS in Advanced ESOL 

The College and 

Career Readiness 

Standards (CCRS)  for 

Adult Education have 

been integrated into 

the Advanced ESOL 

level. 

http://www.fldoe.org/co

re/fileparse.php/7522/u

rlt/Adult-ESOL-

1516.pdf
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Purpose for CCRS in Advanced 

ESOL 

• Skills are applicable beyond college and career 

contexts 

• Relevant to the learner 

• Relevance is motivating 

• Relies on communication skill development 

• Provides a context for language development 

• Encourages application outside “the lesson” 

• Respectful 

CASAS National Summer Institute, 2014
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Use of Workplace and Academic 

Language 
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The College and Career Readiness (CCR) Standards: 

• Are research and evidence based

• Are aligned with college and work expectations;

• Include rigorous content and application of knowledge 

through high-order skills;

• Build upon strengths and lessons of current state 

standards;

• Have been informed by top-performing countries, so that 

all students are prepared to succeed in a global 

economy
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What are the College and Career   
Readiness (CCR) Standards?
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The CCR Standards Do Not: 

• Mandate a national or federal curriculum. 

• Indicate a hierarchy of importance. 

• Dictate how instructors should teach. 

• Address the complete support needed for English 

Language Learners. 

• Provide an exhaustive list of what skills should be taught 

and what content should be covered.
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What are the College and  Career   

Readiness (CCR) Standards?
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THE “BIG” PICTURE

Introduction to Standards-Based Education
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Why the Emphasis on Higher Skills?
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English Language Arts/Literacy 

Standards demand

• Robust analytic and 

reasoning skills

• Strong oral and written 

communication skills
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So, what has changed?
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The ESOL Program in Adult 

Education
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ESOL 1 - 4

PATHWAYS

ESOL Program
High Intermediate 

Advanced 

Academic Skills

Citizenship

ELCATE

GED ® 

Preparation

Possible Pathways for ESOL Students

The CCRS have been embedded into Advanced ESOL, 

Academic Skills, ABE, and GED® Preparation

ABE

Vocational

Program 

University 

or 

College
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The Big Picture
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ESOL Teachers must

• Rethink content

• Rethink instructional 

practices and materials

• Rethink process

• Rethink programmatic 

structure

ESOL Students must

• Read more rigorous 

text;

• Read literary and 

informational texts

• Produce evidence-based 

writing; and

• Achieve higher-order 

problem-solving skills

What does this mean for Advanced ESOL teachers?
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“To become college and career 

ready, students need to grapple 

with works of exceptional craft 

and thought whose range extends 

across genres, cultures, and 

centuries. By engaging with 

increasingly complex readings, 

students gain the ability to evaluate 

intricate arguments and the 

capacity to surmount the challenges 

posed by complex texts.” 
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EXPLORING THE STANDARDS

Advanced ESOL CCR Standards
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Structure of Advanced ESOL CCR  

Standards
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 Four Academic Strands: 

Reading, Writing, Speaking and 

Listening, and Language

 Standards for Each Strand

Reading: 27

Writing: 6

Speaking and Listening: 24

Language: 4
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Eight Life and Work Skills: 

 Employability (20)

 Career Planning (4)

 Civics, Environment and Family in the U.S. (19)

 Consumer Education (20)

 Health and Nutrition (9)

 Transportation and Travel (5)

 Safety and Security (3)

 Technology (4)

Life and Work 
Skills 

Structure of Advanced ESOL CCR 

Standards
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EXPLORING THE STANDARDS

Advanced ESOL CCR Standards
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CCR Reading Standards for                  

Advanced ESOL 
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Advanced  ESOL CCR Reading 
Standards
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What Is Close Reading?

Close reading is thoughtful, critical analysis of a text that focuses on 

significant details or patterns in order to develop a deep, precise 

understanding of the text’s form, craft, meanings, etc. Close reading 

includes:

• Using short passages and excerpts

• Diving right into the text with limited pre-reading activities

• Focusing on the text itself

• Rereading deliberately

• Reading with a pencil (annotation)

• Noticing things that are confusing

• Discussing the text with others

• Responding to text-dependent questions
A Close Look at Close Reading 

What is Close Reading?
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Multiple-meaning 

words ,strategies:  

sentence-level 

context, affix, root 

words

Interpret,  choose 
The materials I use 

and the texts I have 

my students read  do 

not include multiple-

meaning words.  

I need to model for 

students how to  use 

strategies to 

determine the 

meaning of  

unknown  words 
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CCR Writing  Standards for                  
Advanced ESOL 
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Advanced ESOL CCR  

Writing Standards
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Advanced  ESOL CCR Writing 

Standard 
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What will ESOL students be expected to do when 

they write? 

What kind of writing do you currently engage your 

students in?
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Exploring a Writing Standard in 

ESOL and ABE
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CCRS Writing Crosswalk 
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Tools for the Classroom

www.newsela.com

2015 The Institute for the Professional Development of Adult Educators



36

Tools for the Classroom

www.newsela.com
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Tools for the Classroom

www.newsela.com
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Use of Writing Frames 

Writing Frame- A Summary of Informational Text 
In the [article, report, essay, editorial] entitled [title], 

[author’s complete name] [verb: explores, investigates, 

discusses] [topic and main idea, thesis]. First, [author’s 

last name] [verb]___________________ The [writer. 

author/journalist] ________________[verb] 

____________ In addition, he/she points out that 

_____________ ________Moreover, he/she emphasizes 

that. Finally, [author’s last name] concludes that 

__________________________

Developed by Kate Kinsella, Ph.D.
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Using frames or templates is a great way to scaffold 

instruction and build learners’ confidence in writing, . . . . A 

writing frame consists of a skeleton outline given to learners to 

scaffold their writing. They also help learners incorporate 

vocabulary they have learned in a given topic and create more 

sophisticated sentences and paragraphs. 

Advantages of frames include the following: 

• Provide a structure on which to hang ideas. 

• Can provide suitable sentence starters. 

• Provide support for struggling writers. 

• Can be differentiated to stretch more competent writers.

Teaching Excellence in Adult Literary,  February, 2012 htt

Use of Writing Frames 
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Evidence-based practices for teaching writing include:

• Teaching strategies for planning, revising, and editing

• Having students write summaries of texts

• Setting goals for student writing

• Teaching sentence combining

• Involving students in prewriting activities

• Providing models of good writing

http://education.jhu.edu/PD/newhorizons/Better/articles/Winter2011.html

Amy Gillespie and Steve Graham reveal the techniques that have been proven to work when teaching students to 

write –John Hopkins School of Education

Research on Writing
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Complex Literary Texts
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Complex Informational Texts
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6.04.00 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
grammar capitalization, punctuation, spelling, and usage upon exit of the 
Advanced Level.

Advanced ESOL CCR   

Language Standards
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Advanced ESOL CCR  Language   

Standards (cont’d)
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) Academic Vocabulary and                

Academic Discourse
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Teach Grammar from Context
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CCRS Language Crosswalk
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Advanced ESOL CCR Standards  

for Speaking and Listening
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CCRS Speaking and       

Listening  Crosswalk 
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Language Discussion Stems

Active participation in 

classroom discussion is a 

key vehicle for deepening 

understanding and 

building comprehension. 

Regardless of the topic, 

any question worth posing 

is worth insuring every 

student thinks about and 

productively responds to.

Feldman, K. and Kinsella, K. Improving Academic 

Discussions , 2005
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ELA/LITERACY SHIFTS

Practice with Key Shifts
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Key Shifts in  ELA Standards

2015 The Institute for the Professional Development of Adult Educators



53

Understanding the Shifts
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Complexity
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Implications for Instruction
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Time to Brainstorm
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What makes text Complex ?
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What makes text Complex ? (cont.)

2015 The Institute for the Professional Development of Adult Educators



Implications for Instruction
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Why is Complex Text Important?
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Evidence
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Implications for Instruction
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Defining Text-Dependent Questions
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Answering Text-Dependent Questions

1. Have you ever been to a 

funeral? Compare your 

experience to that at 

Gettysburg.

2. Lincoln says that the 

nation is dedicated to the 

proposition that “all men 

are created equal.” Why 

is equality an important 

value to promote?

Would you need to read the 

Gettysburg Address to 

answer these questions?

Evidence
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Example of Complex Text

What reading and 

language demands 

does this type of text 

require of a student?  

What skills and 

strategies are 

necessary for 

students to be able to 

read and comprehend 

complex text such as 

this?
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Answering Text-Dependent Questions

1. Did Lincoln think that the North 

was going to “pass the test” that 

the civil war posed? 

2. Why did Lincoln give this 

speech? Why does Lincoln shift 

the focus of his speech from 

what he says is the purpose at 

the end of the second 

paragraph?

3. Explain the logical progression 

of Lincoln’s argument.

How about these 

questions?

Evidence
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Progression of Text-Dependent 

Questions

2015 The Institute for the Professional Development of Adult Educators



69

Question Types
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Developing Text-Dependent 

Questions
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Putting It All Together
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The  CCR Standards: How do they 

Connect?
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IN OUT

Let’s Review: What’s In and What’s 

Out? 

2015 The Institute for the Professional Development of Adult Educators



79

IN OUT

Focusing on the complexity of what 

students can read

Focusing only on what students can do 

with what they read (skills)

Texts worthy of close attention Reading any ‘ol text

Emphasizing informational texts Emphasizing narratives

Coherent sequences of texts Collection of unrelated texts

Mostly text-dependent questions Mostly text-to-self questions

Writing evidence-based analyses Writing personal narratives

Accent on academic vocabulary Accent on literacy terminology

Emphasis on reading and re-reading Emphasis on pre-reading strategies

Emphasis on particular content (e.g., 

U.S. Founding Documents)

Content-free

Provided by Susan Pimentel

What’s In and What’s Out? 
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During Year 1

You will:

• Participate in ongoing professional 

development (workshops and webinars) for 

implementation of Florida’s college and career 

readiness standards. Complete tasks beneficial 

for development and implementation of a 

college and career ready curricula

• Be an integral part of the regional/statewide 

professional learning community via IPDAE

• Be provided with resources that supports the 

continued implementation of the Advanced 

ESOL CCRS and ELA/Literacy Standards and 

Shifts

• Integrate new strategies for implementing 

standards
80

2015 The Institute for the Professional Development of Adult Educators



81
2015 The Institute for the Professional Development of Adult Educators



82
2015 The Institute for the Professional Development of Adult Educators



“The best professional development is 

ongoing, experiential, collaborative, and 

connected to and derived from working with 

students.”
Edutopia 2014

Always here to assist!

The IPDAE Team
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www.floridaipdae.org
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