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Why Study History?
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Focusing Themes on the GED® Social Studies Test

Focusing Themes

Social Studies Example Topics

Civics & Gov't US History Economics Geography &
World
(50%) (20%) (15%)
(15%)
Development | « Types of Key historical + Key economic | « Development
of Modern modern and documents events that of classical
Liberties and | pstorical o shape civilizations
DM governments Civil War and American
Reconstruction government
* Structure and and policies
design of U.S.
government
Dynamic * Political World War | & |« Fundamental | < Borders
Responses parties, 1] economic between
in Societal campaigns, concepts peoples and
S and elections Cold War nations
* Economic
» Contemporary causes and * Human
public policy impacts of migration
war
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Social Studies High Impact Indicators

SSP.2.a Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary
source document, corroborating or challenging conclusions with evidence.

SSP.2.b Describe people, places, environments, processes, and events, and the connections
between and among them.

SSP.3.c Analyze cause-and-effect relationships and multiple causation, including action by
individuals, natural and societal processes, and the influence of ideas.

SSP.5.c Analyze how a historical context shapes an author's point of view.

SSP.8.a Compare treatments of the same social studies topic in various primary and
secondary sources, noting discrepancies between and among the sources.

GED Testing Service® | www.GEDtestingservice.com 5
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Analyzing Primary Sources: Observe, Reflect, Question

Guide students with the sample questions as they respond to the primary source. Encourage them to
go back and forth between the columns; there is no correct order.

Observe Reflect Question
Ask students to identify and Encourage students to Invite students to ask questions
note details. generate and test hypotheses that lead to more observations
about the source. and reflections.
Sample Questions: Sample Questions: Sample Questions:

e What do you notice first? e Where do you think this e What do you wonder about
e Find something small but came from? ... *who? « what? » when?
interesting. e Why do you think » where? « why? » how?

¢ What do you notice that you somebody made this? e What claims does the
didn’t expect? e What do you think was author make?

e What do you notice that you happening when this was e What evidence does the
can’t explain? made? author use to support these

e What do you notice that you | ¢ Who do you think was the claims?
didn’t earlier? audience for this item?

¢ What tool was used to
create this?

e Why do you think this item
is so important?

¢ If somebody made this
today, what would be
different?

o What can you learn from
examining this?

Further Investigation

Help students to identify questions appropriate for further investigation, and to develop a research strategy
for finding answers.

Sample Question: What more do you want to know, and how can you find out?
Sample Follow-Up Activity Ideas
Beginning: Have students compare two related primary source items.

Intermediate: Have students expand or alter textbook explanations of history based on primary sources they
study.

Advanced: Ask students to consider how a series of primary sources support or challenge information and
understanding on a particular topic. Have students refine or revise conclusions based on their study of each
subsequent primary source.

From the Library of Congress

GED Testing Service® | www.GEDtestingservice.com 6
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Primary Source Analysis Tool: Observe, Reflect, Question

Use this tool to record your responses to a primary source. If you need guidance, use the sample
guestions. Feel free to go back and forth between the columns; there is no correct order.

Observe Reflect Question

Further Investigation

Library of Congress http://www.loc.gov/teachers/primary-source-analysis-tool/
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Sample Primary Sources
Declaration of Independence
In Congress, July 4, 1776.

Excerpt

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America, When in the Course of
human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have
connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal
station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions
of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of
Happiness.--That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just
powers from the consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of Government becomes
destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new
Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them
shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.

The Federalist No. 51
Publius (James Madison)
February 6, 1788

To the People of the State of New York:

Excerpt

“It may be a reflection on human nature, that such devices [checks and balances] should be necessary
to control the abuses of government. But what is government itself, but the greatest of all reflections on
human nature? If men were angels, no government would be necessary. If angels were to govern men,
neither external nor internal controls on government would be necessary. In framing a government
which is to be administered by men over men, the great difficulty lies in this: you must first enable the
government to control the governed; and in the next place oblige it to control itself. A dependence on
the people is, no doubt, the primary control on the government; but experience has taught mankind the
necessity of auxiliary precautions.”

“. .. [lIn the federal republic of the United States... all authority in it will be derived from and dependent
on the society, the society itself will be broken into so many parts, interests, and classes of citizens, that
the rights of individuals, or of the minority, will be in little danger from interested combinations of the
majority.” All of the Constitution’s checks and balances, Madison concludes, serve to preserve liberty
by ensuring justice. Madison explained, “Justice is the end of government. It is the end of civil society.”

GED Testing Service® | www.GEDtestingservice.com 8
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Thematic Lesson

In Order to Form a More Perfect Union

Branches of Rights and ekt Depression
Government Responsibilities and Regrowth
Civics and Government Econonvics
U.S. History Geography and the World
Founding West. Human
it Civil War &::n;.':n Migration
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A, B, C Brainstorm — The Founding Fathers and the Beginnings
of the U.S.A.

For each letter of the alphabet, write a word related to the founding of the country, the
Founding Fathers, and the establishment of the Constitution

T O T m o O T >

N < X s<cdwnw O ITOZITr X “
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Compare and Contrast — Working with Secondary Documents

Use the Venn Diagram to compare and contrast the Articles of Confederation and U.S. Constitution. Be
prepared to share your diagrams. After comparing the documents, discuss the ways in which the
ratification of the Constitution improved the government.

Difference between the Articles of Confederation and U.S. Constitution

"~y Two of the most prominent documents to manifest during the
Drafting the Articlesof Confederation §  American Revolution were the Articles of Confederation and the
- <7 { Constitution.

The Articles of Confederation were the first successful effort of
organizing and mobilizing the original thirteen colonies of the
United States. Prior to its inception, all American activities
deemed subversive to the Crown of England were viewed in the
same way that terrorism is deemed today. These rebel activities
acted independently of a sovereign authority. As a result, the
revolutionary forces in the United States couldn’t leverage or seek the assistance of other foreign
governments, leaving them tactically and diplomatically weak against its British foe.

A

= Lo L - ‘
) ———
York Town, Pennsylvania 1777131 ISA
be

he o aa

The Continental Congress, in need of domestic unity and foreign assistance, pushed for the ratification
of these documents in 1776. It wasn’t until 1781 that the group was able to finalize the document, which
acted as one-third of the United States’ founding documents (also including the Declaration of
Independence and the Model Treaty). The Articles of Confederation gave the original colonial powers
some added leverage in handling diplomatic affairs, including negotiating land deals with foreign
governments.

Following the American Revolution, the Articles of Confederation reemerged as a topic of intense
conversation. American nationalists, recently emboldened by their victory over the English crown,
claimed that the Articles of Confederation did not provide an adequate central authority for purposes of
governance. There was no established executive power. There was no judicial branch, so disputes
couldn’t be adequately arbitrated. International treaties were adopted with the Articles of Confederation,
but individual states were able to violate these treaties at will, putting the United States in a bad place
diplomatically in the late 18th century. Most importantly, there was no taxing authority,

so money couldn’t be collected to pay off the American war expenses and debt. The Continental
Congress was able to print money, but the money was rendered worthless. The term “not worth a
Continental” became widespread during this era.

There were key differences between the two documents in the how they both codified the law. The
Articles of Confederation established a unicameral legislature, as opposed to the eventual

bicameral system created by the Constitution. Voting power was delegated to states based on
committees (consisting of anywhere from two to seven people) and each state had one vote in the
Articles of Confederation; the Constitution allowed for a single vote for each legislative representative
(for each state, two Senators and a number of House representatives based on census population).
Furthermore, the Constitution created the Executive Branch of government, establishing a figurehead
department of the government that was still held accountable to public scrutiny. In the grand scheme of
things, the Constitution did more to centralize authority in a single political entity, rather than rely on the
laxer union created by the Articles of Confederation.

GED Testing Service® | www.GEDtestingservice.com 11
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The American Constitution was adopted in 1789, replacing the Articles of Confederation permanently.
This document laid out a much more expansive system of governance, creating the checks and
balances between the three branches of government. It also enumerated the relationship of the Federal
Government and the states. Most importantly, it established the Bill of Rights, the first ten amendments
of the Constitution which laid out the foundation for the civil liberties we enjoy as American citizens. The
Constitution was a unique document for its time. It inspired many other countries to follow in a

similar fashion for the development of their own democratically based reformations.

However, despite its originality, the Constitution was not perfect. Intentionally vague from its inception,
the Constitution did not address several prominent issues, such as the institution of slavery. Since its
inception, the Constitution has been amended several times. Even then, new additions to the
Constitution — such as the 18th Amendment which outlawed the sale of alcohol and started the
Prohibition — were subject to repeal. Now, the document possesses 27 amendments and 7 articles.
Despite this seemingly large document, the U.S. Constitution is one of the shortest constitutions in
existence to date.

GED Testing Service® | www.GEDtestingservice.com 12
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Name: Date:

f?:’*- 2 Venn Diagram
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Break it Down — Preamble to the U. S. Constitution

1. Underline each phrase in the Preamble and determine what it means. Share your ideas with your
group.

We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure

domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general Welfare, and secure the

Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the

United States of America.

2. What does the Preamble have to do with protecting your rights and the common good?

GED Testing Service® | www.GEDtestingservice.com 14
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The Bill of Rights

Amendment |

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to
assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

Amendment Il
A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep
and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.

Amendment Il
No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of the Owner, nor in
time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.

Amendment IV

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against
unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon
probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched,
and the persons or things to be seized.

Amendment V

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment
or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when
in actual service in time of War or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offence
to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a withess
against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private
property be taken for public use, without just compensation.

Amendment VI

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an
impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall
have been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation;
to be confronted with the withnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in
his favor, and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defence.

Amendment VII

In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by
jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of the
United States, than according to the rules of the common law.

Amendment VIII
Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments
inflicted.

Amendment IX
The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage
others retained by the people.

Amendment X
The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States,
are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.

GED Testing Service® | www.GEDtestingservice.com 15
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You Have the Rights — Now What Responsibilities Do You Have?

Brainstorm a list of responsibilities that you have as a citizen.

GED Testing Service® | www.GEDtestingservice.com
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A Nation Torn Apart — A Constitution Rewritten

R
BRITISH NORTH AMERICA

|:] Border slave states that did not secede
I:l Seceded after Fort Sumter
D Seceded before Fort Sumter

GED Testing Service® | www.GEDtestingservice.com
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The Evolution

[

1787

Right to vote granted
to white male
landowners

1868

14th Amendment -
Black males granted
the vote

1856

Voting expanded to all
white men

1870

of Voting — A Timeline

ELINE _

Voting Rights
By: SKPittman

M

1920

19th Amendment -
Women granted right
to vote

1961

23rd Amendment -
D.C. residents vote for
President

Wyoming gives women|

right to vote
MNative Americans can

vote with no barriers

1971

26th Amendment - 18-
year-olds can vote

National Voter
Registration Act
passed

Voting Rights Act
passed

15th Amendment -
Can't deny vote based

an race

readwritethink s

Copyright 2013 IRA/NCTE, All rights reserved. ReadWriteThink materials may be reproduced for educational purposas.
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Why, Oh Why?

Compare the tax forms from 1913 and 2016. What do you see as the biggest differences?
Similarities?

TOBE FILLED M EY COLLECTOR. Farm Tl TOBE ALLED N BY INTERKAL REVENUE BUREAL.

List, Mo oo INCOME TAX. Bl NS e

THE HAMDS OF THE COLLECTOR OF
MARCH 1 15 %20 TD $1,000.
L RETRUCTIONS OF FRAE 4)

UNITED STATES INTERMAL REVENUE.
RETURN OF ANNUAL NET INCOME OF INDIVIDUALS.

(As pravklal by Aol of Congress, spprorad dolsber 3, 1713

RETUFIN OF NET INCOME RECEIVED OR ACCHUED DURING THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 191 ___.
[FEHR THE TEAR 1893, FROM BARCH 1, T DECEMIER 31}

Flled B {00 JOPP oo e

(Pl e of il | (oo el s}

in the City, Town, ar Post Office o e L BE A e aaae

ﬂllll”’.l 7 =i Hrl'ull'nl'h’r.-uhch-p

1. Gross Incosr (see pape 2, line 12) P - J— sssssedsssssnsbasssnns

2, Grnemal Dsnocnons (see page 3, line T) T - e — PTPRPR P —

5. Murlscoss, . . . . . . . T |- |

DactucBionnes and emempilions: alkowed in comgpiting ncoms subiect o he pommal T of 1 par cant,

4. Dividends and nel carmings received or accroed, of corpora-
lions, eic., subject (o ke s, (See page 2, line 110 . 0 0% oo foeneednnnnsd]

5. Amount of income on which the normal lax has been deducled
ind withheld al the source. (See page 2, line 9, columa Ay

6. Specific exemption of £3.000 of 34,000, ag the e mnr b
(Sew Instrctions 3 and 19) . .

Ttz deductions and exemplions. (lems 4, S.and 60 . . . 0 [ F oo leeeeecdeee e,

7. Taxanis Isoose on which the noomal tax of 1 per ceal i8 o be calculaled. (See Istmclion 3) | b T R R N

B When the et ineome shown shove on Tine 3 exceads $20,000, the additionsal tax thereon mst e caleulated as per schedule hedow

INCOME. TAX.

1 per ceal on amount over 20,000 and nol exceeding $50,000 | R R S E— | SR F I—
¥ * = 50,000 * b T L1 R I I S NN S N——
3 = = T3000 = B [ V1V 1) R I IS SN SN T N

4 - = TN h B 111 R IS [N SRS S——

L = 00~ . | 1)1} S IO S S N AU S I

f “ - B SN S S U SSCR V. S

Total additional or supertax . . . . . . . . L | F e

Ttal pormal tax {1 per cent of amount entered on ine 70, , |3 ool L L

Todad tax fiability |
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GROSS INCOME.

Thiz sitement muxl show in the proper spaces the entire ameant of gaing, profis, and income received by or accrned to the individual
Jram all sources during the year specified on page 1.

A '8
DESCHRIPTION OF INCOME. Amaonni of bneome on which e has heas | Amoand of Income s which dax Bas MOTT
ideitactinl and withiehl si e s b dheslcian sl wilhinedd sl (he s

1. Total amount derived from salaries, wapes, of compensation for
personal service of whabever kind and in whalever foom pasd | §

. Total amount derived from professions, vocalions, basinesses,
Urande, comumerce, or sales or dealings in propeny, whether real
of personal, growing out of the ownership or use of inlerest
in real or personal propery, including bonds, siocks, elc,

3. Total amount derived from reats and from interest on noles,
mutlgagcs,mdmmu:s{dlnlhmrqmthdmhmsj
and By . . . B

4. Total amomnt of prine [n'nl‘ls dennwad l‘mm [mcnmm:p
business, whether the same be divided and distributed ornot ..o foreenadornnnas

5. Towal amount of Tixed and deferminable anmual gaing, profits,
and income derived from inderest upon honds and mortgages
o desds of trust, or other similar obligations of conporations,
joint-slock companies or associalions, and insirance compa.
nies, whether piyihle annually or al shorter or bonger periods | Lo eeees
6. Total amound of income derived from coupons, checks, or hills
dmhwhummmldmmlnmhﬂlm
i foretgn comatres and upon fereiga monpages of like obbi-
pations (mod payable in the Uniled Stades), and also from
coupons, checks, or bills of exclange [or or in payment of any
dividends npon the stock or interest upon the obligations of
foveign corporations, associations, and insurance companics
engaged in business in foreign countries . . [ P (S

T, Tiotal armound of income received Trom Ddocianes  © . .

8. Tkl armound of income derved from any source whatever, nol
specificd or entered elsewhere on this page . | | SRR (SRR SRR IR R

9. Torus P N RS ISP PSS PR S
SOTES.—Enier ielal of Celumn A an lne 5 al Orsl pac.

o, ActREGATE Torals oF Colisns A aso S R S SR

11, Total amount of income derived from dividends on (he siock or lrom the pel camings of
corporalions, jeint-siock companies, associalions, of ingurance companies subject o like 15x $ e b

(T b nirre on Hine 4 of first page)
12, Torar “Gross Income™ (1o be entered on line | of Grstpaged . . . 0 . . . . . 0 | % ceecdvmccafoveccnadiccnnnns
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£104

Departsant ol t Treasury—Internal Revers Sanice

U.5. Individual Income Tax Return

[=E]

|2@1 IB| OME Mo. 1535-0074 | RS Lisa Driby—Do sl weils or stiphs in this space.

Check only one

2
3

1 Married filing jeintly jeven if snly ane kad meome)

| Marriad filing separately. Enter spouss’s SEN abeve «child's name hare. b

For the year Jan. 1=Dec. 31, 2018, or other tax pear beginning . 2016, ending .20 Ses saparate nstructions.
Your first name and inital Last name Your soalal security number
If & joint retumn, spouse’s first name and initial Last namae Spouse's social seourity ramber
Home address inumber and street). F you have a P.O. box, see instnuctons. Agt. no. ‘ Make sure the S5His) above
and on line Bo are cormect.
Gy, bown of pos? office, state, and AP code. I you have a forelgn address, also complete spaces below (see Instructions, Presidenttial Election Campaign
mr-'llm'pqﬂ"'ﬂllmﬂll'.g
joimily, wasi 53 fn tﬂﬂhﬂ.m
Foreign country name Fareign provincedstateioounty Foreign posaal code |2, & _:I yarimor
Filing Status 1 Sangle 4 | Head of housshold (with qualifying person). [Soe instructions. | i

thie pualfying persan = a ohild bt not your depancent, enter this

b gl TUll e bare, e § || Quslifying widowjer) with dependant chid
Exemptions Ba || Yourself. Il sormeons can claim you as a dependent, do not eheck bax Ba . . . ] Boxes checked
b | Spowse . . . . . . . . . L L L L L L. Mo.of children —
4y « i child under w o Go wihoo
(-] ml‘l.t [ Dapandants [kl mﬂlﬁﬂl" for child -ﬂl : with you
{1} First rame Last rame secial ecurity umber elafioret L Jsee mstructons| o il et e wilth
] mmum
If more than four ] mnnem
instructions and I eniored above
cheek here b L Ak D
d Totslnurmber of exemplions claimed . . . . . . . _ . _ . knes above B
Income T  Wapes, salaries, tips, alc. Attach Formfs) W2 . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Ba Taxable intereat Attach Schedule B itrequired _ _ . . . . . . . . . . | Ba
b Ta-exsmplintersst Do notinclsde onine Ba . . . | &b | |
Atach Formis) Ba Ordinary dhidends. Alach Scheduls B if required Ba
W-2 here. Also inary . -] e e e e e
attach Forme b Cualifed chidends . . . . . . . . . | o6 | |
W-2G and 10 Taxahle refunds, credits, or offssts of state and local incorme taxes . . . . . . 10
1““"-“’_‘;:& 11 Alimony received . . . . . . o 1
s wi - 12 Business income or (loss). Atlach Schedule C or C-EZ . . . . . A [T
13 Capital gain o (loes). Attach Sehedule D reuired. If net requissd, chack hers > O [as
;;":3"2""' 14 Other gains or losses). Attach Form 4787 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . |14
e isiruions, 158 IRAdistibutions | 15a b Taxableamount . . . | 15b
18a  Pensions and arniities | 168 b Taxableamont . . . | 16b
17 Fental real sstate, royaltses, parinerships, S corporations, trusts, ele, Atlach Schedule £ | 17
18 Famm income or (loss). Attach SeheduleF . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18
18 Unemployment compensatien © . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 |
20a  Social securily beneliiz | 20a | | b Taxableamowt . . . [20b
M Other ineorme. List type and armaunt F
22 Gombine the amounts i the far dght column Tor lines 7 through 21 This is your totsl income ® | 22
R 2 EBducalorexpemnses . . . . L . 23
Adjusted
24 mw&ewnrmmmmm
fes-Basis aficisls. Attach Form 2106 or 2106-E2 24
Gross avemment
Income 35 Hesith savings account decuetion. Altach Form 8889 25
26 Moving expenses Aftach Form300% . . . . . . | 26
37 Deduclible part of self-smployment ta. Allach Schedule SE . | 27
28 Sel-employed SEF, SIMPLE, and cualfied plans 8
29 Sel-employed heallh inswance deduction . . 79
30 Penally on early withdrawal of savings . . . . . 30
Fa Alimony paid b Recipient's SSH e | | Ha
32 WRAdeduction . . . . o a3
33 Student lean interest deduetion . . . . . . 33
34 Tuition and fess_ Attach Form 8317 . . . 34
35  Deenestic production sctiities secuetion. Atach Fomeaos | 35
36 Addlines 23 through 35 . . . . . e e e e e . . | =
37 Subiract ine 36 rom lne 22, Thhsywmquﬂedﬁmw .. . . . ® |a7
For Disclosure, Privacy Act, and Paperwork Reduction Act Nolice, see separate instructions. Cat. No. 113208 Fom 1040 =0
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Foam 1040 (2016} Page 2
38 Amount from Ene 37 (adjusted gross income) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38
Tax and 383 Check | | You were bom belore January 2, 10562, ] BEnd. | Total boxes
Credits it | Spouse was born belore Jamuary 2, 1952, | BEnd. | checked - 0a
b I your spowss itemizes on a saparate retum or you were a dual-status aken, check here 330 |
Standard 40  Memized deductions (Irom Schedule A) or your standard deduction jses ki margin) . . 40
Deduction 41 SubtractinedDfombne3s . . . . . . Y
* People wha | 42 Eumpum;HnsahnsamummmuﬂﬁumhnuMananmmum 42
“"""‘.}..,"‘5'.'{, 43 Taxable income. Subtract lne 42 fom line 41_ I line 42 is more than line 41, enter -0- . . 43
mﬂi" 44 Tax [sesinstructions). Check if sny frome & [ | Formiz) 8814 b [ |Ferm 4972 e | 44
claimedasa | 45  ARernative minimam tax [(see instuctions). Atach Form 6251 . . . . . . . . 45
ey =t | g Excess advance premiurn tax credit repayment. Attach Ferm 8962 . . . . . . . . 46
mstuctions. | g2 addlines 44, 45, and 28 . . . . . e e . * a7
* All othars
Single o 48 Foreign lax credil. Attach Form 1115nmqukea S 48
Married filing | 48 Credit for child and dependent care expermes. Attach Form 2441 48
oo 50 Education credits from Form 8863, line 19 . . . . 50
Married fiing | 51 Rstirement savings confribulions credit. Attach Form 8880 | 51
ﬁﬂ; 52 Child tax credit. Aftach Schedule BE12, if required . _ 52
5{2'@“ 53 Residential energy credits. Aftach Form 5685 . . . . 53
Head of 54 Other credils e Forre & || 3800 b ) 8801 & ) 54
Eﬁm S5 Addlines 4B thraugh 54. These are your total eredits . . . . . . _ . . . _ . 55
. J 58 Sublract ine 55 from Ene 47, W Ene 55 is more than ine 47, enter 0~ .~ . . . . . * | 56
57  Sell-employrent tax. Attach Schedwle SE . . . . . . . . . . . . L . . 57
Other 58  Unreporisd social securily and Madicars tax from Feerne a || 4137 b lama . . 58
Taxes 58 Additional tax on IRAs, other gualified retirerment plans, ste. Aftach Formn 5320 if required . . 59
608 Housshold employment baxes from Schedus W . . . . e T
b mehmbuymmmmmammmmmqmd -
&1 Health care: individual responsibiity (see instructions)  Full-year coverage | | . . . . . &1
62 Taxesfrom: a | |FormBS53 b | |Form 8360 o | | Instructions; enber coce(s) 62
63 Add lines 56 through 62. This isyourtotaltas . . . . . . . . . . . . . ® | g3
Payments 64 Federal incoms tax withheld from Forms W-2 and 1098 . 64
65 2016 esimated tax payrnents and amount applisd from 2015 return | 65
G8a Eamed income credit (EIC) . Hia
b Montaxable combal pay skection [m:|
67 Additional child tax credit Attach Schedule B312 . . . . . | 6T
68 Armedican opportunily credit from Forn 8863, line B . . | 68
69 Met premiurm tax credit. Attach Form 8862 . . . . . (]
70 Amount paid with request Tor extension tefile . . . . 70
71 Excess social sscurity and tier 1 ARTA tax withhedd . . . Fa|
T2 Credit for laderal tax on fuels. Attach Form 4138 . . . 72
73 CrechsbomFosy & | 2438 b [ Reseed o || 8585 | 73
74  Add lines B4, 65, 68a, and 67 through 73. These arayour total payments .~ . . . . * | 74
Refund T5 M Ene 74 is more than line B3, sublract line &3 froem line 74, This is the armount you overpsaid 75
T6a  Amount of line 75 you want refunded to you. If Form 8888 is attached, check here . h_ | | 78a
Drect deposty ® b Flouting number | | | =oType: _Icmea-:i-.g
Sen  d Accountnumber | | T |
FEILCHOE. g Amount of ne 75 you want applied to your 2017 estimated ta = ?? |
Amount T8  Amount you owe. Subbract ine 74 frorm line 63. For defalls on how 1o pay, see instructions = | 78
YouOwe 79  Estimated tax penally (seeirstuetions) . . . . . . . | 70 | |
Third Party DnywwaﬂlnalbwanmhupﬁsmtnMMrﬁummm lheitspeenﬂruc.-llms]? ] ¥Yes. Cormplete below. | Ha
Designee DHIQMI’! ::ﬂ: F] Mmm" T T T 1]
Slgrl Urntior' panaliies of parjury, | dedlana that || hawe ssaminad s rlum and ing schedebas and mmhmuwmmmmnmumﬂ
mﬂﬂmmmmmd“lmmhmwmmmmm of which peepans has any knowledgs.
Here our signatune Date Yo cooupation Darytima phone numiber
Joint retum? See
nsructions.
Heep a copy for Spoima’s signabure. |f 3 joint rebum, both must signe | Date Spouss's oocupatian H this RS mant you an dentity Protection
yBur meoms. PN, erver it
hen in
Paid Plr/Type prpmms’s rme Preparer's signature Date chock | lif —
Preparer seli-empicyed
Use Only Firm's name e Firm's ElW
Frmm's address = Phome: no.
waw.irs.gowfiom 1 040 Form 1040 (2015
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What Would You Cut?

US Dollars (§  trillians)

5 Driscraticnamny
Crtih.
- == Spending

-l efher deparfments
mmnd agenciss

Eepartment of Defense

}-Im—---:

}mdlcﬂd
}lﬂdlcm

o DEher

-Soclal Seourity

Flandatory
Spending

Receipls Expenditure
Estimate Estimantes

Low-Income

2010 Federal Spending

Everything else,
27.4%

National
Defense, 20.1%

Assistance,
3.3%
Medicaid/CHIP,
8.1% i
Interest, 5.7% F““ﬁmﬁ f_glﬂfmm Dﬂ Data
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Which Route Would You Take?

Take a look at each of the routes for westward expansion. Which one would you choose if you
were going to make the trek across the country? List the reasons for your selection.

Westward Expansion of the United States

Ket Routes of B
Exploration and Settlement

Lewis & Clark 180406
Santa Fe Trail 1821+
Oregon Trail 1841+
Pony Express 1860+

$ ! Gerry Bakker - September 2001
Transcontinental Railroad 1869+ Source: NPS Publications
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A Land of Immigrants

Nl A
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and mapping tools. )
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Ancestry with largest
population in county
- Afican American
B sewesmo

OTHER:

Chinese (San Frand=oo County, CA)

Cuban (Miami-Dade County. FL)

Dominican (New York County. NY)

Alipino (Kaual ang Maul counties, HI)

French Canadian (Anarcskoggin County. ME)
Havallan (Kalavwao County, M)

Japanese (Hawall State: Honclulu County. HF)

Polish (Luzeme County, PA)

Portugess (Bristol County. MA and Bristol County, Rf)
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Asking Questions of Photographs

Prompts

What do | see? (What do |
observe? What else?)

Answers

What does it remind me of?
(Another image? A personal
experience?)

What is the artist’s purpose?
(To Analyze? Persuade?
Express? Document?
Entertain?)

So what? (Why does it
matter? What is the
significance?)

GED Testing Service® | www.GEDtestingservice.com
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What Does It Mean?

I —

"That reminds fne, did you
file our tax return?"

GED Testing Service® | www.GEDtestingservice.com
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Additional Resources for
the Classroom
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Asking Questions of Photographs

Prompts

What do | see? (What do |
observe? What else?)

Answers

What does it remind me of?
(Another image? A personal
experience?)

What is the artist’s purpose?
(To Analyze? Persuade?
Express? Document?
Entertain?)

So what? (Why does it
matter? What is the
significance?)
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Cartoon Analysis Worksheet

Level 1

Visuals

Words

1. List the objects or people you see in
the cartoon.

1. Identify the cartoon caption and/or title.

2. Locate three words or phrases used by the
cartoonist to identify objects or people within the
cartoon.

3. Record any important dates or numbers that
appear in the cartoon.

Level 2

Visuals

Words

2. Which of the objects on your list are
symbols?

3. What do you think each symbol
means?

4. Which words or phrases in the cartoon appear to
be the most significant? Why do you think so?

5. List adjectives that describe the emotions
portrayed in the cartoon.

Level 3

C. Explain the message of the cartoon.

A. Describe the action taking place in the cartoon.

B. Explain how the words in the cartoon clarify the symbols?

D. What special interest groups would agree/disagree with the cartoon’s message? Why?

The U.S. National Archives and Records Administration.

https://www.archives.gov/files/education/lessons/worksheets/cartoon_analysis worksheet former.pdf
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Making Inferences

Reading Between the Lines

Question:

What | know from the source material What | know from my brain

My Inference
(be sure to use at least one “because”)

GED Testing Service® | www.GEDtestingservice.com
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Around the World with Different Currencies

SHORT ACTIVITIES
with THE NEW YORK TIMES

NAME DATE

AROUND THE WORLD WITH DIFFERENT CURRENCIES

Directions: Tum to the “Foreign Exchange” tables located in the Business section of today's New York Times and
choose three countries you would like to visit on a world tour (each from a different region of the world). Imagine
that you are being given a five-hundred dollar budget to spend in each of your three destination countries. Figure
out how many foreign currency units you will receive in exchange for your $500 American dollars in each country
and enter those figures in the chart below. (You must multiply $500 by the most recent “Dollars in Foreign
Currency” value to determine the eguivalent foreign currency units.) (The first row of the chart contains an
example based on an out-ofdate currency value.)

Applicable Equivalent
Destination World Region Budget in “Dollars Foreign
Country Where the American in Foreign Currency Units
Country is Dollars Currency” Value (ba:: u': Sx mo?t;“3 .
rec Cl mal
Located Listed in Today's e s e
Times “Dollars in Foreign
Currency” column
of the Times table)
Chile South America $500 525.49 262,745 pesos

El)l' Nl‘w ﬂork Gimcs KNOWLEDGE NETWORK | www.nytimes.com/nie
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A Graph is Worth a Thousand Words, or at Least 50...

NAME

DATE

A GRAPH IS WORTH
OR AT LEAST 50...

Title of graph:

A THOUSAND WORDS,

Directions: Clip out one of the graphs found in today's New York Times and paste it into the box below. Then,
explain in writing what the graph illustrates. You may make generalizations about the information in the graph
instead of interpreting all of the information conveyed there.

paste graph here

Type of graph (line, bar or circle):

Explain in writing what this graph illustrates:

Eihr New ﬂnrk TS LEARNING NETWORK | wonw.mytimes.com,/leaming
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Analyze a Cartoon

Analyze a Cartoon

Meet the cartoon.
Quickly scan the cartoon.What do you notice first?

What is the title or caption?
Observe its parts.
WORDS VISUALS
Are there labels, descriptions, List the people, objects, and places in
thoughts, or dialogue? the cartoon.

List the actions or activities.

Try to make sense of it.

WORDS VISUALS
Which words or phrases are the most Which of the visuals are symbols?
significant?
List adjectives that describe the emotions What do they stand for?
portrayed.
Who drew this cartoon? When is it from?

What was happening at the time in history it was created?

What is the message? List evidence from the cartoon or your knowledge about the cartoonist
that led you to your conclusion.

Use it as historical evidence.
What did you find out from this cartoon that you might not learn anywhere else?

What other documents or historical evidence are you going to use to help you understand this
event or topic?

e
NATIONAL
ARNCHIVES

Merenals cractnd by the Natioea! fechives and Recosds Adeantitetion are in the puliic dawain
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Analyze

a Map

\i W
N

NATIO»
ACHIVES

Analyze a Map
Meet the map.

What is the title? Is there a scale and compass?
What is in the legend?
Type (check all that apply):
! Political ! Topographic/Physical I Aerial/Satellite I Relief (Shaded or Raised)
! Exploration ! Survey -J Natural Resource I Planning
! Land Use ) Transportation - Military I Population/Settement
-1 Census I Other

Observe its parts.
What place or places are shown?

What is labeled?
If there are symbols or colors, what do they stand for?
Who made it?

When is it from?

Try to make sense of it.
What was happening at the time in history this map was made?

Why was it created? List evidence from the map or your knowledge about the mapmaker that
led you to your conclusion.

Write one sentence summarizing this map.

How does it compare to a current map of the same place?

Use it as historical evidence.
What did you find out from this map that you might not learn anywhere else?

What other documents or historical evidence are you going to use to help you understand this
event or topic?

-
Al

Mevetichs crented by the Natienal Acchives and Recosds Ademmvotion are i the puldc dossin
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Social Studies Resources from the World Wide Web

Annenberg Classroom — Resources for Excellent Civics Education
http://www.annenbergclassroom.org

Cartoons in the Classroom — part of Newspapers in the Classroom
https://www.nieonline.com/aaec/cftc.cfm

Center for Civic Education
http://www.civiced.org/resources/curriculum/constitution-day-and-citizenship-day

Constitution Facts (Games and Activities)
https://www.constitutionfacts.com/?page=foundingFatherShort.cfm

Daryl Cagle Cartoon Index http://www.cagle.com

Detroit News. Part of the Newspapers in the Classroom project, this site provides online articles,
worksheets, editorial cartoons, and lessons already developed. http://nieonline.com/detroit/

Digital History Reader (source texts, activities)
http://www.dhr.history.vt.edu/modules/us/index.html

iCivics (lessons, resources)
https://www.icivics.org/curriculum/constitution

National Archives (DocsTeach) Lesson plans and activities
http://docsteach.org

Library of Congress. Searchable database of primary source documents with references to CCSS
and lesson ideas from lowest grade levels through high school. http://www.loc.gov/teachers/

National Atlas.Gov. This site provides free outline maps that can be printed for and used in
the classroom. http://nationalatlas.gov/index.html

National History Education Clearing House Political Cartoons
http://teachinghistory.org/teaching-materials/teaching-quides/21733

Newsela. This site provides an innovative way to guild reading comprehension with nonfiction text
that's always relevant. Each article is available in 4-5 different Lexile Levels with many of them
providing a quiz that is aligned to a specific anchor standard. It is necessary to sign up for the free
account to see the different level of articles. https://newsela.com/

Reading Like a Historian
http://sheg.stanford.edu/rlh
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Roy Rosenzweig Center for History and News Media
http://chnm.gmu.edu/teaching-and-learning/

SoftSchool (Interactive timeline — Westward Expansion)
http://www.softschools.com/timelines/westward _expansion_timeline/238

Teaching History (Primary source sets)
http://teachinghistory.org/best-practices/using-primary-sources/24490

Teaching American History (50 Core Documents)
http://teachingamericanhistory.org/50docs/

The Dirksen Center’s Editorial Cartoon Collection (with lesson plans)
http://www.dirksencenterprojects.org/cartoons/index.htm

The Learning Network. Teaching and Learning with the New York Times. Articles and graphics for use
in the classroom. https://www.nytimes.com/section/learning

The Opper Project. An on-line collection of historic editorial cartoons. Covering more than
one hundred years of American history, the cartoons are organized topically with associated
lesson plans. http://hti.osu.edu/opper/index.cfm

Tween Tribune. Daily news sites, including text, photos, graphics, and audio and/or video materials
prepared by the Smithsonian about current events, history, art, culture, and science.
http://tweentribune.com

US History.org. This site provides access to numerous types of historic documents and nonfiction
articles on U.S. history, ancient civilizations, and American Government. http://www.ushistory.org

Stay in Touch!

» GED Testing Service®- www.GEDtestingservice.com

e Twitter at @GEDTesting®— https://twitter.com/gedtesting

e GED®Facebook —https://www.facebook.com/GEDTesting

¢ YouTube Channel —https://www.youtube.com/user/GEDTestingService

e “Tuesdays for Teachers” archived webinars
http://www.gedtestingservice.com/educators/exploring-the-2014-ged-test-webinar-archive
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